
Diary dates  

Term Dates 2016 

Fri Aug 12 HooptimeðGrades 5 & 6 

Aug 22-23 Book Fair 8.30ð9.00 & 3.30ð4.00 

Wed Aug 24 Step Into Prep for 2017 preps 

Thu Sep 1 District Athletics 

Fri Sep 2 Myuna Farm Preps 

Sept 5-9 Literacy & Numeracy Week  

Tue Sep 6 Roahl Dahl Dress Up Day 
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We are currently in week 5 of a 10 week term. In the next few weeks we have 
some very exciting things happening at Mulgrave Primary School. To 
celebrate the 2016 Olympics in Rio, we have had our own Mulgrave 
Olympics. All children were involved in our exciting activities which began on 
Monday!  We started with our Opening Ceremony followed by The Torch 
Relay, the lighting of the Olympic cauldron and the reading of the Olympic 
oath.  Students were organised in multi-age groups with each group 
representing a country.  Lots of fun activities and sports have been organised 
for students to celebrate the Rio Olympics and learn about the history of the 
games and the many sporting events. Thank you to our staff who worked 
hard to prepare the great day. Our school Captains and House Captains also 
did a fantastic job in leading the activity groups ï well done!  
 
 

MINI-FETE Wednesday 7
th
 September 3.00-5.00pm ï 

Our Mini-Fete will take place in week 9 during our special Literacy and Numeracy week celebrations.  Last yearôs 
mini-fete was very successful so we have decided to do it again!  The aim is to involve students in each grade in 
organising a grade stall as part of a school fundraiser.  There will be games and activities, items to purchase and 
lots of fun!  Students are encouraged to save up their pocket money to come and spend it at the fete stalls.  
Teachers in each grade will contact you to let you know what your childôs grade is doing and invite you to donate 
items for the stall if required. Donations for any other stalls are most welcome!  
 
The draft stall list at this stage is ï  

J Prep T and Prep J ï Mystery jars and bottles 
J Prep A ï Gone Fishing! 
J Prep M ï Guess how many in the jar? 
J 1WB ï Cake Stall 
J 1L ï Try your luck ï Game 
J 2L ï Chocolate Toss 
J 2W ï Popcorn  

 
 
NAPLAN PILOT AND RESULTS ï Year 3 and Year 5 students will participate in the online trials of NAPLAN 
during the week beginning August 15

th
. The pilot program is testing the effectiveness of students completing their 

assessments electronically in 2017, as well as testing processes nationally to troubleshoot any issues that may 
arise. 
 
WORKING BEE ï SATURDAY 30

th
 JULY ï Thank you to Mr. Hattwell and a team of parents and students who 

worked on tasks around our buildings and grounds last week.  A great deal was achieved on the day. 
 
YEAR 2 SLEEPOVER ï Our year two students are beginning to get quite excited about their sleepover on Friday 
9
th
 September.  This is a great opportunity to spend a night away from home in preparation for future camps. 

Wed Sep 7 Mini Fete 3pmð5pm 

Fri Sep 9 Whole School Fun Run 

Fri Sep 9 Gr 2 Sleepover 

Fri Sep 16 Term 3 Ends 

Mon Oct 3 Term 4 Begins 

Sat Oct 15 Shopping Tour 

Nov 2-4 Yr 3/4 Camp Mt Evelyn   
Tue Dec 20 Term 4 Ends 

  

Principal News 

J 3S ï Photo Booth 
J 3P ï Drink and Lolly Toss 
J 4L ï Happy Hookey 
J 4M ï Nail Polish 
J 5T ï Toys and more! 
J 5E ï Ice Bucket Challenge 
J 6M ï Face and Hand Painting and 

Colourful Hair 

  



 

 
 

GIRLS T-BALL TEAM ï Congratulations to our girlôs T-Ball team who will be competing in the finals on Monday 15
th
 

August. We wish them well! 
 
PARENT OPINION SURVEY ï Thank you to all families who have returned their Parent Opinion Surveys this week.  We 
have had a record number of returns and truly appreciate you taking the time to give your feedback. 
 
TALENT QUEST ï Entry forms have been made available to students who would like to participate in our Talent Quest 
which will be held on Monday 15

th
 August. Entries closed on Monday. Mrs. Bush is currently organising the schedule for 

the day based on the number of performances. A Tiqbiz message will be sent out confirming what time each of the year 
level/sub-school entrants will be performing. 
 
HAIR COLOUR and NAIL POLISH ï Recently we have had several students attending school with their hair coloured 
and an increasing number wearing nail polish.  Our Uniform Policy and Dress Code clearly states ï óExtreme hair 
colours and/or extreme hairstyles are not permitted.  No coloured nail polish or make up are to be worn to 
school.ô We strongly encourage parents to support us in keeping to our school policies. All students attending Mulgrave 
Primary School are required to abide by the rules that we have put in place.  Students should feel proud of wearing their 
school uniform and being well-groomed at school. Please keep hair colour natural for school days and if necessary use 
temporary sprays for parties etc. on weekends. 
 

Parent Spot ï https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au A Kidsmatter article on family 

relationships for you this week ï hope you enjoy it! 

Family relationships 
 

Children thrive on feelings of belonging and affection that come from having caring and supportive families. Research affirms that 

the quality of family relationships is more important for childrenôs wellbeing than the size or composition of the family. Whether 

families have one parent or two, whether they include step-parents, grandparents or other carers, they can build strong, positive 

family relationships that promote family wellbeing and support childrenôs mental health. The keys to developing healthy family 

relationships include making relationships a priority, communicating effectively and providing support for each other. However, 

building better family relationships with children and with all family members is not always easy. Different needs arising within the 

family may create tensions between family members, and pressures that come from outside (eg work or financial pressures) may also 

impact on families and children. Sometimes these pressures can make the development of positive family relationships more 

difficult. Yet, even taking these influences into account, there is much the adult or adults in the family can do to build strong family 

relationships. Happy families work together to make decisions and make sure each family memberôs needs are being adequately met. 

Families are different 
Families vary in the expectations they hold regarding childrenôs behaviour and the roles of parents and carers. This leads to 

differences in family relationships and communication styles. Many beliefs about what makes for strong family relationships are 

influenced by the values and experiences that parents and carers were exposed to in their own families while growing up. Cultural 

background can also impact on the values and goals adults have for childrenôs development. For example, it is common in Western 

industrialised societies like Australia for parents and carers to value childrenôs independence, whereas parents and carers from other 

cultural backgrounds sometimes give more emphasis to family responsibilities than to childrenôs independence. There are also many 

differences within cultures. Differences in the ways that families are made up lead to different relationship and support needs. 

Family strengths as identiýed by Australian families 
Communication ς ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ and communicating with openness and honesty. 

Togetherness ς ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ and beliefs that create a sense of belonging and bonding. 

Sharing activities ï spending time together doing things they enjoy, for example, sports, reading, camping, playing games. 

Affection ς ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ŀũŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ care on a regular basis through words, hugs, kisses and thoughtfulness. 

Support ς ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ to ask for support, with family members knowing they will receive assistance, encouragement 

and reassurance from one another. 

Acceptance ς ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ respecting and appreciating each family memberôs unique personal qualities. 

Commitment ς ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ as a ýrst priority and acting accordingly with dedication and loyalty. 

Resilience ς ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘǎǘŀƴŘ difýculties and adapt to changing circumstances in positive ways. 

Families in this research also identiýed that the biggest challenges in family relationships were communication breakdown, parenting 

issues and difýcult relationship dynamics. Acknowledging existing family strengths is a good starting point for addressing challenges 

and building stronger family relationships. 

 

 

Liz Watkins ï Principal 
Have a great weekend 
everyone! 
 

 

 PROBLEM SOLVER CERTIFICATE WINNERS 

Audrey N, Delphi M, Zak M, Vilara K, Yarna , Visal K, 

Charlie L, Sura A, April G, Sienna G, Sara S, Faiza K 

https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/family-relationships/healthy-relationships-and-families
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/family-relationships/healthy-relationships-and-families
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/family-relationships/building-better-family-relationships
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/family-relationships/happy-families-work-together
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/cultural-diversity-and-childrens-wellbeing


  



  


