
 

Thursday,  14 February 2019       TERM 1  WEEK  3 

KEY DATES 

 

FEBURARY 

Tue 19 G3-6  Melbourne Museum & 

  iMax 

MARCH 

Approx Week 5-10 Hot Shots Tennis 

Thu 14 School Tour 9.15 -10.00am 

Thu 21 Multicultural Day 

Tue 26 School photos 
 

April 

Fri 5  Last day of Term 

Mon 22 Easter Monday 

Tue 23 First Day of Term 2 
 

MAY 

Thu 9   Mother’s Day Stall 

Sun 12 Mother’s Day 

Mon 20-24 Education Week 
 

JUNE 

Thu 13 School Tour 9.15 - 10.00am 

Tue 25 Student-Parent--Teacher  

  Conference 12pm - 8pm. 
 

CURRICULUM DAYS 

Term 2: Mon 20th May  

Term 2: Fri  7th June 

Term4: Mon 4th November 

 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS  

March 11 - Mon Labour Day 

April 19 - Fri  Good Friday 

April 21 - Sun Easter Sunday 

April 22 - Mon Easter Monday 

April 25 - Thu Anzac Day 

June 10 - Mon Queens Birthday 

 
 

 

TERM DATES 2019 

 

Term 1: 30 January - 5 April, 2019 

Term 2: 23 April - 28 June 2019 

Term3: 15 July - 20 September 2019 

Term 4: 7 October - 20 December 2019 

 

 

TIMETABLE 
 

Commences  9.00am  

Recess  11.00 -  11.30pm 

Lunch   1.40 -  2.30pm 

School Finishes         3.30pm 

 

 

From The Principal 
 

Junior School Council 2019 

Our student leadership positions were finalised last week with the 

presentation of our Junior School Councillors for 2019 at Friday’s 

assembly. Congratulations to the successful students, but I would also 

like to thank all students who were brave enough to put their hand up 

for the role. Each class completes a democratic process to select their 

councillors and this is never an easy process. Unfortunately, not 

everyone can be elected and this can be a tough life lesson at the 

time, but that’s not to say that leadership cannot come in other ways. 

As I have already mentioned to our Year 5 and 6 students, they are all 

leaders, with a responsibility to model appropriate behaviours to our 

younger students each day. If I reflect on my own leadership 

pathway, there were certainly disappointments along the way. From 

each of those disappointments, I was able to learn from and later use 

those experiences to ultimately lead me to Mulgrave Primary School. I 

love being a part of the MPS community and with the benefit of 

hindsight, recognise that MPS was the best fit for me (and hopefully for 

MPS). To our unsuccessful candidates, thank you again for your 

contribution and please keep being the best leader you can be. Your 

time will come. To our Junior School Councillors, you have a 

responsibility to your peers and your school now and I wish you every 

success in your new role. 

◙ 3B Mira S & Brodie S 

◙ 3C Ethan T & Constance K 

◙ 3M Summer T & Riley Ma 

◙ 4B Charli-Jo B & Jimmy B 

◙ 4C Oceana F & Ronan M 

◙ 5R Josh G & Aaya E-J 

◙ 5T James R & Risha P 

◙ 6K Hasan D & Tanya N 

◙ 6S Sura A & Omar R 

Parking Around MPS 

As we continue to grow, parking around the school becomes more 

and more of a challenge. As I have mentioned previously, the 

proposed stage 2 works will include a new carpark and a safe turning 

circle with dedicated pick up and drop off zone. We are currently 

working with the Monash Council and the state government to 

improve facilities for local residents and our school families. Until this 

infrastructure is realised (2nd half of 2020 at the earliest), I would urge 

families to be mindful of the parking restrictions around the school and 

the unbroken line along the length of Gladeswood Drive. Parking 

inspectors are frequently visiting our area and these days they simply 

take a photo of your vehicle and you get a fine in the mail.  Things 

such as illegal u-turns on Gladeswood, parking in the no-standing area 

either side of the crossing or parking across crossovers and driveways 

all lead to danger for our students and I would remind everyone that 

student safety is our priority.  
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Principals Message Continued: 
 

In addition, it is important that we respect our neighbours and their access. Unfortunately we have had some 

issues with families parking in the driveways of our neighbours, preventing them from entering or exiting their own 

homes. I would urge parents to avoid doing this, as it is not in the best interests of the broader community. 

Fortunately, Gladeswood Reserve provides excellent parking at either the tennis club off Maygrove Way or to 

the eastern side of the oval off Gladeswood Drive. Both of these car parks have significant capacity and are 

easily accessible. The school strongly urges families to use these car parks and avoid parking on the street as 

much as possible. 
 

Lost Property 

A massive thankyou to Paula Plant for donating the new lost property tubs and for  

arranging the items. It has certainly neatened up the area and the new tubs make it 

much easier to find any misplaced items. 
 

 

Student Safety – Supervision Hours 

I would remind all families that teaching staff are not available for supervision prior to 8:45am and after 3:45pm 

Mon – Fri. This is due to the need for staff to meet in their various teams and to allow time to prepare and assess 

student work. We urge families not to send their children to school prior to 8:45am unsupervised and to collect 

them by 3:45pm. If you need to drop your children off early or pick them up late, please contact Extend to make 

a booking at our Out of School Hours program. There is no fee to join and being registered enables us to ensure 

the safety of your child, particularly in the event that you are running late after school. 

 

School Council Elections 

At the close of nominations for the Mulgrave Primary School Council, we have received the following  

nominations: 

 

 DET Nominees 

 Stuart Hattwell  

 Suzy Shaw 

 

 

 

Both Stuart and Suzy have been re-elected unopposed, filling the two available DET category positions. In  

regard to the parent category, there are 4 open positions and as such, the school will need to conduct a ballot 

to determine the successful candidates. By no later than February 25th, all MPS families will receive a ballot form 

and instructions as to how to vote. I am personally very pleased to see such interest from the parent community, 

as it is a sign of a healthy school, and I thank each of the candidates for volunteering their time to give back to 

MPS.  

 

Getting to Know You Interviews 

Tuesday evening’s discussions proved to be a very positive start to ensuring that we can meet your child’s point 

of need in 2019. With discussions focused around each child’s interests and academic needs, teachers will now 

be able to tailor their approach to each student in order to better engage them in their learning. Looking 

ahead, the mid-year conferences will be an important opportunity for students to have their say in how they are 

progressing and where they feel they need to improve. Of course, our youngest students will have significant 

support in these conversations, but as we develop student agency and voice throughout the year, it is our hope 

that our older students will become more and more capable of identifying their own needs and discussing them 

in an open manner that enables future success. My thanks to all families for attending and to the teachers for 

making themselves available. 

 

Charles Spicer - Principal  
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Parent Nominees 

 Melinda Collard 

 Don Corcoran 

 Reeta Dua 

 Anne McNee 

 Sarah Munnings 

 Petra Tonkin 
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Thanks to parents who signed up. 
 
   

Thanks to parents who have already signed up.
This year, MPS are doing their part for the environment by separating our waste into compost, hard 

recyclables, paper/cardboard, soft recyclables and rubbish. At a school level, we can drastically 

reduce the amount of waste going to landfill and teach students good habits and the importance 

of sustainability!  

As part of the process, we are seeking volunteers willing to collect a big bag of the school’s soft 

plastics for that week on a Friday afternoon and take it to their local RedCycle drop off point at  

either Coles or Woolworths. Hopefully we will have enough interested people so that you would  

only need to do it once a term or semester. Please sign up using the link below if you are interested 

in helping out.  
 

http://signup.com/go/fmtnbEk   With thanks, Lucy Truesdale and Tom Boyle  

  

 

 

Review and update your child’s asthma plan with your GP. 

Visit your pharmacy to purchase the necessary reliever medication, spacer or spacer and mask. 

Talk to a Doctor or pharmacist about your child’s asthma management for school. 

TIP OF THE WEEK 
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Applications must be submitted by June 21st 
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Sandra Teghil 
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Student of the Week Awards 

Class Name Reason 

PK Jay V  For settling in the first week of school and making new 

friends.  
PL Andrew K  For being a kind and caring friend.  

PS Jacob S  For being a great listener and doing wonderful work in class.  

PT Lucy C  For being a caring member of Prep T.  

1B Elena K  For being a friendly and welcoming member of our class.  

1F Mylah K  For an amazing start to level 1. Keep it up!  

1T Paul K  For being resilient.  

2L Grace H  For applying herself in her Cold Write.  

2T Alireza R  For making new friends and teaching Mrs Turner tricks on 

the monkey bars  

3B Andrew P  For putting phenomenal effort this week in every subject.  

3C Jazzabelle K  For persisting during maths and successfully completing an 

addition grid.  
3M Charli L  For showing resilience and maturity in the classroom.  

4B Alexandra S  For always completing her work to an outstanding stand-

ard.  
4W Medina K  For really trying to do her best at all times.  

5R Tiahna P  for her incredible effort speaking in front of the whole class.  

5T Danial H  For demonstrating a fantastic work ethic across all subject 

areas this week. Well done!  

6K Victoria T  For her incredible slap poem in her Writer’s Notebook.  

6S Anna B  For showing a stunning insight in her piece about ‘Why  

writers write’.  
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Welcome back to the new school year, we hope that everyone was able to enjoy some family fun 

over the holidays and are now fresh to settle back into another fantastic year at school.   A special 

welcome to all the new families who have joined the Mulgrave Primary Community, we hope that 

you will feel at home within our school community. 
 
 

At the ‘Parent get to know you interviews,’ there was an opportunity for families to supply contact 

details so that class rep can keep you informed of the happenings around the school.  If you missed 

this opportunity and would like to keep in the loop, please feel free to share details with teacher 

and they will pass it on to the PFA, or you can email us via the below address 

 

Term 4-  Dates for your calendar  
 

 Tuesday 5 March – First PFA meeting 2pm – All welcome 

 Wednesday 3 April – PFA meeting 7pm  

 Thursday 9 May – Mother’s Day Stall 

 Friday 10 May – Teacher appreciation day 

 Monday 20 May – Movie Day Village Century City 10am – Pokemon  Detective Pikachu 

(Curriculum day)  

 Friday 31 May - Trivia Night 

 
 BOOK CLUB Issue 1 – Out Now

It’s time to get the kids back to reading, check out 

issue 1 for some fantastic stories to read with them, 

and help  

improve reading resources in the classroom at the 

same time. Remember all orders must be placed 

online via the LOOP app. ORDERS MUST BE PLACED BY 
     18th FEB  

JOIN THE PFA COMMUNITY – PARENT INVOLVEMENT MATTERS 

I would like to extend an invitation to all families to get involved in the school community in any way 

they can.  Extensive research has found children whose families who get involved by supporting an 

event, helping out, attending a meeting, or just getting to know other families in the class and 

school population by sharing a play date; gain greater academic results, show improved behav-

iour and better social skills, engage more in class and have a more positive attitude towards school 

and learning. We as families also benefit by being involved in a friendly supportive community, so 

join us and get to know this community. 

 

 

 
Mulgrave Primary School Parents and Families 
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amilies always develop 

shared language around the 

values that have strong meaning 

for them. If independence and  

self-sufficiency are important 

then it will be reflected in your 

family’s proprietary language. 
 

In fact, it’s through shared  

language that culture exists. If 

you are looking to building a  

culture of independence in your 

family (or in your classroom) then 

creating your proprietary  

language around  

independence is a great way to 

start. The following twelve  

examples of independence-

building language and principles behind them that will help you create your own family’s  

language. 

 
 

1. “Never regularly do for a child the things a child can do for him or her-

self” Goal: Independence 

This is perhaps the original parenting-for-independence manifesto, and it’s a philosophy that guides 

many teachers and parents today. In effect, this sentence means that wherever possible we give 

children the skills and competencies to look after themselves physically and emotionally. It requires 

a great deal of patience, time and courage from parents and teachers as the sentence is easier to 

say than put to put into practice. But it’s a worthy guiding principle that leads to self-sufficiency in 

children, and ultimately redundancy as parents. 

 
 

2. “Is this something you can do?” Goal: Self-help 
Independence takes many forms but perhaps the most common is the development of self-help 

skills. The confidence, pride and, for most, sheer pleasure that kids doing the simple things for  

themselves such a toddler tying his shoelaces or a child making his own lunch is immeasurable. Yet 

it is so easily denied by well-meaning parents and adults who see it as their job to do everything for 

children. Independence begins at home with the development of self-help skills. 

 
 

3. “Have you checked the help roster today?” Goal: Contribution 
A great way to develop a sense of independence is to give kids opportunities to help out at home. 

There is no need to overburden children with jobs, but a sensible allocation of chores according to 

their age and study requirements is not only a great help to you, but fantastic training for them. It 

also builds accountability and a work ethic, both highly valued characteristics for continuing  

success at school and later in life. 
 

           

Mulgrave Primary School    

Values: Persistent, Motivated, Successful   

23/31 Gladeswood Dr, Mulgrave VIC 3170   
 Phone: (03) 9795 2477  

mulgrave.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

https://www.google.com.au/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEU_enAU819AU820&q=mulgrave+primary+school+phone&ludocid=12035916635066097219&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj2iPr5tNXeAhUIPY8KHTKlBaUQ6BMwGHoECAoQAg
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=mulgrave+primary+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_enAU819AU820&oq=mulgrave+primary+school&aqs=chrome..69i57j69i60l3j0l2.15079j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
mailto:mulgrave.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

 

4. “Which of these two would you prefer?” Goal: Decision-making 
Parents as wise leaders need to call the shots on how the family life is conducted and health and 

welfare issues such as appropriate bed and bath times. Some things are not up for negotiation. But 

there are areas where parents can rightfully hand autonomy to children and say, ‘It’s your call!’ 

Choice of clothes, how they keep their bedroom, what they eat and who they play with are the 

types of decisions they can make. Naturally, this is age-related and you do need to have some  

influence on their choices. 
  

5.“How can you make this happen?” Goal: Problem-solving 

Kids get used to bringing their problems to parents to solve. If you keep solving them, they’ll keep 

bringing them. A problem-solving approach relies on asking good questions, which can be chal-

lenging if you are used to solving your child’s problems. The first question when a child brings you a 

problem should be: ‘Can you handle this on your own?’ Next should be, ‘What do you want me to 

do to help you solve the problem?’ These questions are not meant to deter children from coming 

to you; rather, to encourage and teach them to start working through their own concerns them-

selves.  
 

6. “We rely on you to do this?” Goal: Reliability 
Reliability is closely connected to responsibility and other aspects of independence. Every 

child over the age of five, at the eldest, should do something that someone else relies on 

whether it’s looking after a pet, clearing the meal table or emptying the garbage on a 

regular basis. Having others rely on you has its challenges is a learning curve. They’ll inevita-

bly forget to put the rubbish bins out on garbage night, meaning your bin will be overflow-

ing for the next week. They’ll need to be reminded about feeding the pet or clearing the 

table. Kids inevitably won’t get things right, but that doesn’t mean we should stop giving 

them responsibilities. 
 

7. “What can you learn for next time?” Goal: Self-sufficiency 
Learning from mistakes is part of the independence-building process for children. Often 

adult impatience or unwillingness to put up with errors prevents us from giving kids the 

chance to do things for themselves or take real responsibilities. If independence is to be a 

major part of your family’s culture then it’s imperative that we help kids learn from their mis-

takes whether social, behavioural or just messing up while helping out at home. 

Article by: Michael Grose 

Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading parenting educators. 

He’s the author of 10 books for parents including Thriving! and the best-selling Why First Borns 

Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change It, and his latest release Spoonfed Generation: 

How to raise independent children. 
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 Extend OSHC at Mulgrave Primary School 

 

EXTEND UPDATE.     
 

 
 

The Extend Superstar is… 

Jay V… for settling into the program really well, and making friends. Well done Jay! 

  
What’s Been Happening? 

Over the last couple of weeks we have been exploring a range of activities. The high light of 

the program activities last week was conducting our science experiment by  

Creating a sand volcano and watching it erupt.  During our art and Craft we made  

awesome Koalas out of Newspaper and they are now displayed on our craft wall with our 

home art colourful family picture frames. We also used collage techniques to create  

Australian and Aboriginal flags to celebrate Australia day and in another experience we 

used dot painting techniques to make colourful Australian maps. 

 

Happy Lunar New year to all our Asian Community! We celebrated this special event with  

Fortune cookies and also played Chinese ball to connect children to other cultural beliefs. 

 

Apart from all these wonderful activities, we enjoyed playing several team games such as: 

One touch, Number Soccer, Line tiggy, Mat Ball, Guards and Soldiers, Memory tag, Fruit  

salad and  also building with variety of construction materials, board games and  many 

more games of children's choices. 

 

We would like to give a warm welcome to Jay, Max, Savannah, Ethan, and Jaden to our 

program. They recently joined our program and have settled in really well. 
 

             
               

Kind regards 

Meena 

Monday  
18.02.19 

Tuesday 
19.02.19 

Wednesday 
20.02.19 

Thursday 
21.02.19 

Friday 
22.02.19 

Cooking: Home 

gown Zuchinni  

Fritters 

Science:  

Megnatic block 

making 

Science:  

Straw rocket 

Enrichment  

program: Freebies 

Team 

game:Cricket 
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