Thursday 9th May, 2019

TERM 2 WEEK 3
From The Principal

KEY DATES
MAY
Sun 12
Mother’s Day
Tue 14
NAPLAN - Grade 3 & 5’s
Wed 15
NAPLAN - Grade 3 & 5’s
Wed 15
Grandparents Day - Preps
Thu 16
NAPLAN - Grade 3 & 5’s
Sat 18
PFA - Election Day BBQ
Mon 20
Curriculum Day-No school
Tue 21
NAPLAN - Grade 3 & 5’s
Tues 21
Open Night, 6.30-8pm
Mon 20-24 Education Week
Mon 27
BBC - Ridiculous Rhyme
Rockets Whole School Incursion
Wed 29
Fire Education Preps
Incursion - session 1
Fri 31
PFA Trivia night
JUNE
Wed 5

Fire education - Preps
Incursion - Session 2
Fri 7
Curriculum Day - No school
Mon 10
Queens Birthday - No school
Thu 13
School Tour 9.15 - 10.00am
Mon 17-21 Dental Van
Tue 25
Student-Parent--Teacher
Conference 12pm - 8pm.
Fri 28
Last day of Term
CURRICULUM DAYS
Term 2:
Mon 20th May
Term 2:
Fri 7th June
Term4:
Mon 4th November

New Playground
At Tuesday night’s school council meeting, a resolution was
passed to replace the big playground in light of its age and
the ever increasing problems we are having with parts of the
structure. We have been researching options since it became
apparent the time was coming for a replacement and can
move forward fairly quickly. We apologise for the current
restrictions on the existing playground, however the safety of
the students is our first concern. As soon as we have confirmed
designs for the new playground, we will share them with the
school community. This will mean that we will have two brand
new playgrounds before the end of the year.
Building Update
On Monday, our new stadium goes out to tender. Once the
tender is in the public domain, I will be able to share the artist’s
impressions of the external and internal designs. They look
amazing and if it wasn’t for these pesky confidentiality clauses,
I’d be sharing them with you already. The contract is
expected to be awarded around the Queen’s Birthday
weekend, with construction to commence after the school
holidays.
Election Day BBQ
The PFA needs your help! The Federal election is just over a
week away and many hands make light work. If we can have
as many volunteers as possible to spend some time helping
out with the BBQ, it would be greatly appreciated. Free
democracy sausages to all volunteers! Please see the PFA
page of the newsletter for more information.

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
June Mon 10
Queens Birthday
Nov Tue 5
Melbourne Cup Day
TERM DATES 2019
Term 2: 23 April - 28 June 2019
Term 3: 15 July - 20 September 2019
Term 4: 7 October - 20 December 2019

TIMETABLE
Commences
Recess
Lunch
School Finishes

9.00am
11.00 - 11.30pm
1.40 - 2.30pm
3.30pm
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Principals Message Continued:

Open Night
The 2019 MPS Open Night is on Tuesday May 21st between 6:30 -8:00pm. The last two years have been
wonderful turn outs and have been a great opportunity for families to see what is going on within the
school. As mentioned earlier, we will be able to display the artist’s impressions of the new stadium by
this stage, as well as show case some of the great activities that happen here every day.
We Want Our Students To Tell Us What They Think!
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing, and quality
instruction, and are conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes
to School Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to
assist schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Our
school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling
experience.
Students from Year 4 to 6 at our school have completed the survey online during school hours this
week, using a purpose built secure online survey tool.
Each child is be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned
identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All responses to the
survey are kept anonymous in the response file. Personal identification data will not be recorded in the
survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all
times.
The survey results will be reported back to the school before the end of term 2. All survey data that is
made available in reports are for groups of students only so that no individual student can be identified. Once they are available, we will provide information about the results to school council and then
publish them in the Newsletter. We will also discuss the results with students and staff to continue to find
ways to improve our great school.
Bullying. No Way!
Mulgrave Primary School will always seek to prevent bullying and having worked in many schools, I
can safely say that on the whole, our students are a wonderful group. That’s not to say that it never
happens, but that our students are generally kind and compassionate. That said, should there be a
need, Mr. Hattwell and I will always do our absolute best to maintain an open door and are always
willing to discuss any issues with parents at short notice.
If there is an issue and you feel that it has not been adequately resolved, please contact us so that we
can explore ways in which the matter can be resolved and most importantly, children protected.
The hardest part about bullying is identifying it when it is covert (refer definition below).
Unfortunately, most bullying is covert and unless we are made aware of specific issues, we can only
continue to work through programs that build resilience, respect and kindness.
We discuss the importance of seeking assistance regularly and I have said it many times to students at
assembly, via this newsletter or in their classrooms, if there is an issue and they do not feel like it is being
resolved, please come directly to me. In particular, I would ask parents to give the school the
opportunity to resolve the issue by contacting us, as we will always put student safety first.
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Principals Message Continued:

Definition of bullying
The national definition of bullying for Australian schools says:
Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal,
physical and/or social behaviour that intends to cause physical, social and/or psychological harm. It
can involve an individual or a group misusing their power, or perceived power, over one or more
persons who feel unable to stop it from happening.
Bullying can happen in person or online, via various digital platforms and devices and it can be
obvious (overt) or hidden (covert). Bullying behaviour is repeated, or has the potential to be
repeated, over time (for example, through sharing of digital records).
Bullying of any form or for any reason can have immediate, medium and long-term effects on those
involved, including bystanders. Single incidents and conflict or fights between equals, whether in
person or online, are not defined as bullying.
Behaviours that do not constitute bullying include:
mutual arguments and disagreements (where there is no power imbalance)



not liking someone or a single act of social rejection



one-off acts of meanness or spite



isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence.
However, these conflicts still need to be addressed and resolved.

Curriculum and Learning: NAPLAN
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2019 for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9
students will be held from Tuesday 14th May to Friday 24th May. NAPLAN tests assess student
knowledge and skills in Writing, Reading, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation)
and Numeracy.
The results of the tests provide information for students, parents, teachers and principals which can be
used to improve student achievement.
All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN tests. During test week, catch-up tests will be
available for individual students who are absent on test days. These students may undertake catch-up
tests on the days in the test week after the scheduled test, up to and including Friday 24th May 2019.
A separate notice about the NAPLAN testing has been sent home to parents of Year 3 and 5 students.
For more information about the tests, please visit the VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the
NAP website at www.nap.edu.au.

Charles Spicer - Principal
It’s Tegan and Tianah here with our first article for term 2.
At Mulgrave Primary we encourage student’s to express their thoughts to others. Our teachers love
to hear amazing ideas on how to help the school, different types of fundraisers and fun excursions
that can help raise money for different topics.
Our leaders hold a lot of important responsibilities such as talking in front of big crowds, going to
events and organising events. Nevertheless we try to set a good example for younger students in
different year levels.
This term we have created lots of new sub-committees that are being led by the Year 6 Captains
and include students from all over the school. Obviously, these teams will be having fun, but we also
want to share ideas and improve the activities we do at school.
In the future newsletters, we hope that you will be able to hear about the exciting projects these
student led sub-committees have accomplished.
Thanks Tegan and Tianah Grade 6
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Woolworths Earn and Learn is back in your local stores from
A single Sticker will be given to a customer with every $10 spent in a single transaction at Woolworths
Supermarkets. By purchasing a Participating Brand product you will receive a bonus two stickers
(while stocks last). See www.woolworths.com.au/earnandlearn for the full list of Participating Brands.
There will be leaflet drop off boxes in the school reception area and at Waverley Gardens Woolworths
store. Please fully fill the sheets and if needed start a new one, extra sheet are available from
reception area.

A Big Thanks to all the parents who have signed up this term
All assistance is greatly appreciated!

MPS are continuing to be apart of the clean up for the environment.
By separating our waste into compost, hard recyclables, paper/cardboard, soft
recyclables and rubbish. At a school level, we can drastically reduce the amount of waste going to
landfill and teach students good habits and the importance of
sustainability! As part of the process, we are seeking volunteers willing to collect a big bag of the
school’s soft plastics for that week on a Friday afternoon and take it to their local RedCycle drop off
point at either Coles or Woolworths. There are a few spots still waiting to be filled.
Pick up from Mr. Boyles room 4W. https://signup.com/go/UNdVLVd
With Thanks - Lucy Truesdale and Tom Boyle

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Mulgrave Primary School is excited to be
participating.
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of
reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read
a set number of books by 6 September 2019.
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian
Premier and former Premiers.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
Please download the attached pdf form that is on our schools Flexibuzz news feed, or pick up a form
from the office area to sign up , then return to the school.
You will receive your login details and password as soon as we have all interested people registered,
via your child’s school mail boxes.
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Applications must be submitted by June 21st
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Mulgrave Primary School
The perfect way to celebrate Mothers' Day
Give mum the VIP treatment with Entertainment! Packed with thousands of valuable offers across dining,
retail, attractions and travel, an Entertainment Membership is the gift she can enjoy all year round.
We think Mum will love it even more for supporting Mulgrave Primary School and knowing it
will help a good cause. Raising money for our new playground.

www.entbook.com.au/193q692

Activate your new
Membership for a chance to
win!

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/member/activate-membership/gold-card
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Mulgrave Primary School Parents and Families Association

WE CAN’T
DO THIS WITHOUT YOU.

Dear Families,
Last year the funds raised by the PFA went directly to purchasing new resources for literacy and numeracy for all classrooms and thus children within the school. Having access to excellent teaching resources
and lots of them, ensures teachers are able to provide the best possible learning opportunities and outcomes for all students to help them succeed at school, and in turn to succeed in life. But, we can’t do
this alone. Over the next few months there will be opportunities for which we need help. We aren’t asking for a huge commitment, or lots of money. Maybe a couple of hours to help on a sausage sizzle, a
brief shopping visit to hand out donation letters, 25 minutes to distribute books for book club or even 10
minutes to make a few phone calls. We would really appreciate it.
MANY HANDS WILL DEFINITELY MAKE LIGHT WORK.
Tomorrow is the last day to purchase tickets. The prize is amazing, and you have a very high
chance of winning. Please remember to purchase your tickets and encourage your friends and
family to do the same. The raffle will be drawn tomorrow at assembly and you could be going
home knowing that you have a brand-new Thermomix TM5 valued at $2089.00 heading your way!!

Sharon Adams is leading the Trivia night planning team and already it looks to be a night to remember. As well as trivia there will be games, prizes and a silent auction. Book the child minding now and
organise a group to come along and enjoy an adult only event. Tickets are on sale now on QKR for
$15 per person– you won’t be disappointed!
Here are some ways you can be involved to make this night a HUGE SUCCESS! If you:

run a business or work for a business that could donate goods or services for us to use as prizes, raffles or
silent auctions

hand make smaller items or are part of a direct selling company, and could donate a couple of small
items to add to raffle hampers

can drop donation letters at local businesses or call some local companies for donations

can assist with our set up and pack up on the night.

can assist with putting raffle hampers together

Election day is a great opportunity for our school to capture the loose change of those members of the public
outside of the school community. We are aiming to run a BBQ to rival a hardware store who shall remain
nameless!
In addition to shifts of 90 minutes working on the stall, we are currently seeking a BBQ
Champion who is willing to manage the election day BBQ. All stock will be organised before the day, but we
are desperately seeking someone who is able to manage the day. If you can help do this role or share the job
with someone, please contact Mel or Lucy. For those able to spend a couple of hours of your day to helping
on the stall with some other amazing MPS parents look out for the sign up on Flexibuzz next week to select your
time.

Unfortunately, our movie day has had to be cancelled due to insufficient numbers. For those that
purchased tickets, Suzy will be providing refunds for these tickets shortly.

Get in touch….If you have any questions or
ideas you’d like to share, please feel free to
email us at: mulgravepspfa@gmail.com
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Class

Name

Reason

PK

Chelsea D

For learning to read and write new words.

PL

Hassan A

For a fantastic effort in his narrative Cold Write.

PS

Anthony K

For a fantastic 'Show and Tell' presentation about his holidays.

1B

Leo K

For making thoughtful contributions to class discussions.

1F

Joshua W

The effort he made to ensure his handwriting was careful and neat
during his Cold Write.

1T

Ryan

For his outstanding efforts to work on his reading and writing. You have
improved so much! Great work Ryan!

2G

Isabella T

For amazing reading over the holidays and bringing a positive attitude
towards her learning

2L

Shyla R

For being an extremely kind and helpful classmate.

2T

Aleena B

For her logical thinking in maths games this week.

3B

Zaid R

For working hard and participating in class discussions.

3C

Constance

For challenging herself during our persuasive writing unit.

3M

Kanav S

For always listening well in class and demonstrating great writing skills.

4B

Harry

For challenging himself by using different strategies to solve problems
in maths

4W

Scott M

For being persistent with his learning and improving his numeracy skills.

6K

Harley I

For his enthusiastic and effervescent personality on a daily basis.

6S

Zac M

For showing outstanding leadership as captain of the Mulgrave Magic
soccer team
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APRIL
Level

Name

Junior
School

Siena G - 2L

Middle
School

Mitchell A - 4W

Senior
School

James P - 5T

Reason
STEM ACHIEVER of the Month
For always happily and enthusiastically trying new things in STEM and
her helpful nature, whether assisting myself or others. Good job
Siena.
For working hard to improve his STEM knowledge and understanding
about biology last term. Nice work Mitchell.
For his enthusiasm and interest in all things STEM related, and his
dedication in working his way through mechanical. Great Work
James.

Artist of the Month
Junior
School

Mirabella W-1T

For an amazing design of a party hat. It looked awesome!!

Middle
School

Terry C &
Ronan M - 4W
Ben C - 6K

For their amazing work and thought in Aboriginal painting the Hollow
Coffin Log. I am very impressed with your work!!
For an impressive and creative Indian design printing. Well Done.

Senior
School

Performing Artist of the Month
Junior
School

Anthony S - 2G

Middle
School

Ethan T - 3C

Senior
School

Jasmine S - 5T

For his positive shift in attitude towards Performing Arts class and
reminding his friends to do the same.
For his entertaining acting skills that concluded his group's
presentation on the song, 'Waltzing Matilda'.
For her enthusiastic approach and determination when learning the
ukulele.

Athlete of the Month
Junior
School

Joshua- 2G

Middle
School

Alexandra- 4B

Senior
School

Jimmy- 5R

For his fantastic participation and effort in PE so far this term. It's
great to have your energy in classes!
For always trying her best and putting in 100% at PE. Keep up the
brilliant work!
For showing excellent skills so far this term. Keep up the great work!

Mulgrave Primary School
Values: Persistent, Motivated, Successful

23/31 Gladeswood Dr, Mulgrave VIC 3170
Phone: (03) 9795 2477

mulgrave.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Monday
13/05/19

Tuesday
14/05/19

Wednesday
15/05/19

Thursday
16/05/19

Friday
17/05/19

Aboriginal Ocean art

Science: Bubble
snake

Cooking:
Dumplings

Enrichment program: Auslan

Capture the flag

The Extend Superstar is… Jacob S for being a great listener and participating in program activities.
Well done Jacob keep up the good work!
What’s Been Happening?
First of all, Happy Mothers day to all our wonderful mums, I hope you will all have a fantastic day on
Sunday with your loved ones!
Over the last week, we explored many interesting activities which kept everyone busy and also
helped them to excel their skills in various developmental areas. The highlight of the program was
our Mother's day craft. Everyone took a lot of interest in decorating lovely coffee mugs for mums to
show their love and appreciation to them. Another highlight of the program was our Enrichment
program Auslan. We practiced signing Alphabets and vowels, everyone showed keen interest in
the program. In our kitchen corner, we loved making pan cakes, egg and muffins toast and
banana smoothies for breakfast. During science we learnt that how the shell of the egg gets dissolve
in vinegar and makes the egg bounce.
Apart from these activities, our 2 mins puzzle and building challenges were fantastic, the children
tried their best to beat the clock. We also loved physical activities such as: Number soccer, Dodge
ball, Duck Duck Goose, Skipping, camouflage and outdoor play. Besides all these awesome
activities we enjoyed making Origami birds, playing with kinetic sand, designing with hema beads,
dramatic play, and board games.
Enrol and book now:
extend.com.au
This is a friendly reminder that
Mulgrave Primary school have 2
upcoming Pupil-Free Days on
Monday, May 20 and Friday 7
June 2019
Extend will offer a full day of
care on these days. Operating
Hours: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Day Fee: $77 (before any CCS
has been applied).
How To Book: Please register
and book online via LookedAfter.
Bookings made for BSC and ASC will automatically be removed without charge. Please re-book this
day if it is required.
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At times we love the peace and quiet that comes when our kids are distracted by a device. We get a
chance to think something through, get dinner on, talk to a friend or just have a pester-free moment.
Maybe we get a minute or two to do our own scrolling on social media, so it feels fair. It is hard being on
duty 24/7 and a break here and there seems reasonable. The trouble we’ve noticed with devices,
however, is that they are so consuming, inviting and exciting that all else pales into insignificance.
Children are asking for screens as their first port of call for entertainment, and subsequently they are
finding it hard to imagine doing anything else. The balance seems to have tipped and parents are left
with the uneasy feeling that screens are their children’s most sought-after activity and all the other
wonderful things on offer are being ignored.
Can ‘all things in moderation’ work for the screentime issue? Basically we are making up the rules as we
go along a seemingly uncharted path. How can we navigate this one well? What guidelines can we
use to keep the use of technology a positive experience instead of a negative one?
Let’s start with what children need to thrive and grow up feeling secure
They need connection – time with their loved ones. They probably won’t say to us “I am ready for a
cuddle”. Instead this need will likely be reflected in difficult behaviour that tells us they are hungry for
some closeness. Technology is here to stay – so we might as well use it to our family’s advantage. One
way around this is to sit with your child and explore a game or programme together. Demonstrate your
own curiosity and let them show you what they already know.
Children will do as we do, not as we say
We need to model that we can ignore texts, emails and other digital intrusions. Children want to be
able to harness self-control and their best chance of influence is watching us. Let your children know
that you are fully present in the conversation. Show your children that they have your attention by
focussing on them and letting them know that what they are saying is worth listening to.
Be ready for their default
The reality is that technology will trump the board game, the story, and the help they could offer in the
kitchen. It was designed to! Your children need help to get involved in something else and it is going to
require some ‘start up’ energy from a big person. Harness the energy of your irritation that your child has
shown zilch interest in the amazing array of activities you have on offer and put it into helping them think
again. Use an idea like ‘The Fridge List’ where you have a long list of activities that your children could
do. Be ready for when they will naturally say “I’m bored, can I go on the iPad?” and say “Yes! As soon
as you have done two things from The Fridge List”. Then, get them going and ease your way out once
they are on their way to amusement and imagination.
Children love family rules
You may not even be a rulzy sort of parent, but you’ve probably still noticed that your children love the
certainty that things happen is this way and in this order. Your family’s technology rules could look like:
 Using a timer when a child is on a device. One hour can easily slip into two when a child is quiet and
engrossed. Front foot the boundary and stick to it.
 Insisting that meal times are for family togetherness and the phones are not invited.
 Car trips are for looking out the window, at least for a certain stage of the journey.
 Phones go to bed each day – and it’s in a basket in the kitchen, not in bedrooms.
Greetings and farewells are part of your family culture – and they’re more important than doing
something on a screen. Make this a habit.
And lastly, try not to use technology as a threat or a reward
It increases its allure and control. Celebrate when you can use it – and if your child has not managed to
finish their homework in time – simply remind them that the screen will be
something they can do as soon as the job in front of them is done.
Aticle by - JENNY HALE
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JUNIOR SELF DEFENCE
& FITNESS CLASSES

MULGRAVE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Tuesdays
Ages 6 -10
5.30pm – 6.30pm
Ages 10 – 16
6.30pm - 7.30pm
Boys and Girls
Contact Cliff Wilson to register:
M: 0418 150 405
E: cliffwilson@caydam.com
W:caydam.com
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