
 

KEY DATES 2021 

 

MAY 
Sun 9 - Mother’s Day 

Mon 10 - Thu 13 - NAPLAN Week 

Mon 17 - Education Week 

Wed 19 - Little Mr & Miss Dress up Day 

Wed 19 - Cyber Safety Students 

Cyber Safety Parents Information - 6:30pm 

- 7.30pm (doors open 6.15 pm with free pizza) 

Tue 25 - Puberty Ed parent info night  

6-7.30pm Year 6’s 

 
JUNE 

Tue 1- Year 5/6 Puberty Ed Session 3 and 4 
Thu 3 - Drumbeat Year 5/6 

Tue 15 - Preps - Fire Ed 

Thursday  29th April 2021        TERM 2 WEEK  2 
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BREAKFAST CLUB DAILY OLD HALL CANTEEN) 

Monday - sit down including cereal & 

toast

Tuesday - grab and go with fruit options 

Wednesday - including cereal & toast

Thursday - grab and go with fruit options 

Friday -  including cereal & toast 
 

TERM DATES 2021 

Term 2: 19  April – 25th June 2021 

Term 3: 12 July – 18h September 2021 

Term 4: 4 October – 17th December 2021 
 

CURRICULUM DAYS 

Friday - October 29th  

Monday -  November 1st  

 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

Labour Day - Monday 8 March 

Good Friday - Friday 2 April 

Queens Birthday - Monday 14 June 

Melbourne Cup - Tue 2 November 
 

TIMETABLE 

Commence 8.58 Line-up Bell-Music, 2nd Bell 9am  

Recess  11.00 -  11.30am 

Lunch   1.40 -  2.30pm 

School Finishes         3.30pm 
 

STEP INTO PREP DATES - 2021 

9:15 - 10:00 am Wednesday, Oct 20th 

9:15 - 10:00 am Wednesday, Oct 27th 

9:15 - 10:00 am Wednesday, Nov 10th 

9:15 - 10:00 am Wednesday, Nov 17th 

From The Principal  
 

Term 2 is up and running with lots of activities having already 

happened or on the agenda. Some of our annual items are outlined 

below, but we are also looking forward to Education Week and our 

Little Miss and Mr. Men dress up day celebrating 50 years of this 

iconic literary masterpiece. In addition, we have incursions and 

excursions planned, cyber safety sessions for students, staff and 

parents, not to mention all of the usual fun and excitement of our 

regular programs. 

The Resilience Project 

Earlier this week parents were able to log in and enjoy a presentation 

from Hugh van Cuylengerg, founder of The Resilience Project. Hugh 

provided insight into the work that we are doing at school and in 

particular ran through the importance of gratitude, empathy and 

mindfulness. These areas underpin the work that we do with students 

each week as we look to build resilience and help our students look 

for the positives in life. Hugh discussed the natural human penchant 

for defaulting to the negative in our conversations and suggested 

that dinner times are the perfect opportunity to be device free and 

have a conversation with your children around the things that went 

well for them today. As I write this I am looking back on what went 

well for me on Tuesday. I completed (with a lot of help from students, 

parents and teachers) the pre-review self-evaluation report, my 

under 16 boys’ basketball team put in a really strong training session 

and I led another school tour for prospective parents that was 

extremely positive.  I would strongly encourage families to touch 

base with your children and ask them what went well today, instead 

of “what happened at school today”. To be sure, if something 

negative happened and we need to know about it, I’m only a 

phone call away, but we are trying to build our students’ mindsets to 

recognise all of the positive things that happen in our daily lives. This 

in turn will make them happier and help them to build resilience in 

order to better deal with the challenges that life will throw their way.  

Enrolments 

Speaking of school tours, we are only a handful of enrolment 

applications shy of our 2022 target, with multiple fully booked school 

tours to come. Based on current projections, we are likely to have 

close to double the amount of applications as we have places. As a 

result of now being at capacity, unfortunately this means that not all 

prospective enrolments will be granted a place for next year. In 

order to assist the school in the enrolment process, can I please 

remind families that if you have a child who is ready to begin school 

in 2022, that you complete and submit an enrolment form as soon as 

possible, but by no later than Thursday June 24th. This will enable 

Christine and I to sort through and prioritise families inside our 

catchment and siblings of current students, before allocating places 

to others from outside our area, depending on capacity. Please 

note, MPS cannot guarantee a place for an out of zone sibling if we 

receive the enrolment form after places have been offered. As you 

can imagine, this is a huge task and your cooperation and 

understanding will be most appreciated. Page 1 
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Principals Message Continued:   
 
Mulgrave Farmers Market 

As families are no doubt aware, this Sunday 

sees MPS officially commence as the home of 

the Mulgrave Farmers Market. The market will 

operate from 8am – 1pm every Sunday and 

over its fourteen‐year history, the Mulgrave 

Farmers Market has created an incredible  

social community and vibrant atmosphere for 

local residents, in addition to providing an 

outlet for farmers and artisans to sell their  

produce. Entry will be by gold coin donation, 

with all donations going to support the school. 

 
Uniform Update 

Families are now able to purchase their uniforms online and from next week, in store via PSW’s new 

outlet in Glen Waverley (behind Officeworks). I would like to thank the school community for their  

patience over the last few months as we transitioned from our old supplier. From here on, we hope 

that things will run a lot smoother and there will no longer be any hold-ups or delays in the supply 

chain. As mentioned previously, the school will extend a grace period throughout this term for families 

to update their uniform, with a view to school uniform being enforced in Term 3. 

 
Running Track Update 

The concrete for the new running track was poured over the holidays and the clear outline of our Map 

of Australia is finally completed after 35 years at our current site. In late May, we anticipate the rubber 

will be poured to complete the northern coastline. The rubber will be predominantly ocean blue, with 

speckles of Uluru orange and desert sand thrown in to complete the mix. Finally, the wedge between 

the track and the hardcourts will be completed in green and gold and we are hopeful of being able 

to include the iconic ‘Boxing Kangaroo’ in this section, a symbol of Australian persistence and  

determination. 

 
Student Opinion Survey 

This term students from Year 4 – 6 will complete the annual Attitudes to School Survey.  The survey  

assists schools to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Our school 

will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience. 

Your child will complete the survey online during school hours using a purpose built secure online  

survey tool.  It is important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child. All responses to the 

survey are kept anonymous. Personal identification data will not be recorded in the survey response 

file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all times.  

 

This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school during the two weeks of  

Monday, May 17th - Friday, May 28th. The survey only takes 20 minutes to complete and occurs during 

your child's class time. 

The survey results will be reported back to the school as they are made available.  

 

If you would like more information, please speak contact me via the office or visit: http://

www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/

performsurveyat.aspx 
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Principals Message Continued:   
 

NAPLAN Testing 

The next round of the annual National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests 

will be conducted in May 2021. The NAPLAN tests will involve all students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9 from all 

states and territories across Government, Catholic and Independent Schools. The NAPLAN tests will be 

conducted on Tuesday May 11, Wednesday May 12 and Thursday May 13.  

 

NAPLAN assesses skills in Literacy and Numeracy that are developed over time, through the school 

curriculum. NAPLAN is not a pass or fail type test, but rather shows how students are progressing in Nu-

meracy and Literacy skills against national standards for all Australia children. It also provides valuable 

information that allows schools and governments to better target effort and support to help all stu-

dents achieve their potential and acquire the basic skills to help them build successful and happy 

lives. 

 

All students (in Years 3 & 5) are expected to participate in these tests. Students with disability may 

qualify for reasonable adjustments that reflect the support normally provided to them in the class-

room. Some students with very specific circumstances may be exempted from participating in the 

tests. For information about participation in NAPLAN, you can go to: http://www.nap.edu.au/

naplan/parent-carer-support.html 
 
NAPLAN tests fundamental skills rather than specific content, and as such is not a test for which stu-

dents can study or drill. The best way you can help your child prepare for NAPLAN is to let them know 

that NAPLAN is just one part of their school program, and to urge them to simply do the best they can 

on the day.  

 
I strongly encourage all families to support their child in completing these assessments. They do not 

need to be daunting, they are just another test in a long line of tests that students undertake through-

out their education, however the data from the NAPLAN tests can provide the school with important 

information about each child’s point of need and any gaps in their learning. Yes, it also provides a 

snapshot of where we are at as a school, which we then use to refine our whole school approaches. 

We appreciate the participation of your child and encourage families to ensure that students are at 

school for all NAPLAN tests and importantly, are well rested and have enjoyed a good breakfast! 

 

An individual student NAPLAN report will be issued by the school later this year. Parents can use this 

information to monitor how their child is progressing and to identify any areas of concern. Parents may 

also wish to use their child’s results to discuss progress with teachers. More information is available at 
www.naplan.edu.au 
 

 

Mother’s Day 

As this is my last newsletter before Mother’s Day, can I please wish 

all of our MPS mum’s a wonderful day on Sunday week, filled with 

breakfast in bed, lots of cuddles and fun times with your families. 

My thanks for all that you do for your children and for the support 

we receive at school. 
 

 
 

Charles Spicer 
  Principal  
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All new News update 
Mulgrave Farmers Market 

The Mulgrave Farmers Market is relocating to Mulgrave Primary School on Sunday the 2nd of May! It will start 

from 8 AM - 1 PM on the basketball court and the courtyard! 
 

We asked students and teachers about student voice! 

“This school is fantastic and it’s great that we are finally developing student voice and it’s nice to see the stu-

dent leadership team starting to come in classrooms!” – Mrs Weerakoon 

“It’s a really positive place. There’s a great community, and we have gotten stronger during COVID-19. I love 

the resilience project, it helps all students identify their feelings.” – Miss Hickelton 

“I really like how we promote student voice. The clubs we have to help people that need it are awesome! They 

encourage extra-curricular activities, and they are passionate about the environment! –Ellena, Grade 6 
 

Education Week 

To celebrate 50 years of the Little Miss and Mr. Men book series, we are dressing up on the Wednesday 19th May 

as a Little Miss or Mr. character! Education week will be on Monday May 17th to Friday May 21st. 
 

Running Track 

The new concrete running track is soon to be rubberised. It will be a combination of mainly “ocean blue”, with 

specks of “desert sand” and “Uluru” mixed through, there might even be a few more special features in the mix 

near the stadium! This will happen around June! 

By School Captains: Oceana, Matt, Samantha and Jimmy 
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https://www.google.com.au/search?q=mulgrave+primary+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_enAU819AU820&oq=mulgrave+primary+school&aqs=chrome..69i57j69i60l3j0l2.15079j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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If you would like a CSEF form or have 

any questions about it, please come 

and ask us at the office. 

Due by 25 June 2021 
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Class Name Reason 

6G Violet O For being persistent and resilient during our Cold Write narrative. Well done 

Violet, keep it up! 

6C Ruben R 

Ben D 

For insightful inferences this week on our mentor text 

For great participation during class discussions In reading this week. 

5W Daniel B For making powerful contributions to class discussions this week. . 

5N (From last 

term) 

Ameika R 

Jennifer C 

  

For solving maths problems with great enthusiasm. 

For making amazing inferences during reading. 

5H Grace For showcasing her creative writing skills this week. Grace did an amazing 

job working on her sizzling starts! Well done Grace 

4J Siena G 

 

Rudraksh S 

For being a kind and considerate classmate. Thank you for always thinking 

about others. 

For always sharing his wealth of knowledge with this classmates. Great 

work! 

4B Yasmin D For showing motivation when learning her multiplication facts and asking 

thoughtful questions of her classmates during class discussions 

3S Nathaniel M For his amazing descriptive writing using incredible adjectives to create a 

mood. You are a legend. 

 3R Jessica L For working hard during the first week back at school and applying herself 

in Literacy sessions. 

3M Kathleen M For your insightful book responses, showing your enjoyment and deep  

understanding of your 'Mystery Book'. 

2B Lusine M For working hard on her handwriting. All the time and effort you are putting 

in is paying off. Keep it up! 

2E Tiffany Z For being such a wonderful listener and classroom helper! Thank you  

Tiffany, you're the best!! 

2M Zan For his excellent problem solving skills during our mathematics sessions. Well 

done Zan! 

1T Angelo G For drawing an amazing illustration that matched the text perfectly! 

1P Harper P For working hard to find rhyming words during independent reading. 

1M Paula A For making a huge effort to practise her skip counting. Keep it up! 

1C Layla-Rose I For always being helpful in the classroom and consistently demonstrating 

our school values. 

PL Dane B For being such a kind and caring member of our school by taking care of 

students whilst being the "Yard Duty" helper. 

PH Archie M For his amazing effort in class, and working so hard on his golden words! 

PC Marcos K For putting in lots of effort with his writing and magic words. Well done  

Marcos! Page 8   



 

 

The family was a little shocked when dad Chris, 

bought his six and four-year-old daughters a  

motorbike. “You got them a what?” was the standard 

reply. 
 

It turns out that getting his daughters a motorbike was 

a stroke of pure fathering genius, although Chris  

didn’t know it at the time. 
 

Chris bought the motorbike for his daughters because 

he had fond memories of riding on his  

family’s farm when he was young. He wanted his kids 

to enjoy the same experience. 
 

Close family members questioned Chris about  

introducing a motorbike to kids at such a young age, but he let it pass. He even received a  

comment or two about the suitability of such a pursuit for girls. “You and your brothers loved  

motorbikes, but that doesn’t mean that your daughters will,” was the attitude of some people. 
 

Undeterred, Chris spent many weekends riding in a nearby property teaching his girls the finer 

points of motorbike riding. He began by riding with each daughter using trainer wheels, slowly  

progressing to two wheeled riding as they grew more confident. 

 

Helping them to face their fears 

Firstly, after acknowledging his daughters’ fears, Chris encouraged them to face them, but 

in their own time. The girls set the developmental pace, so they felt they had full control 

over their experiences. He showed himself to be astute listener ready to work with his 

daughters. This is respectful relationships in action. 
 

Lessons of self-worth 

Secondly, through the experience Chris showed his daughters that what they do with their 

bodies is far more important than how they look. His daughters are young, and their atti-

tudes may change when they become tweens or teens, but the lessons of self-worth they 

absorb during this stage of childhood are lasting. The fact that these messages come while 

sharing activities organised by their father adds to their potency. 
 

Communicating and forming strong bonds 

Thirdly, he’s using activity to communicate with and form strong bonds with his girls. Fathers 

generally express themselves best with their children when they are fully absorbed in an 

activity. Parenting author Steve Biddulph says ‘activity is the language of fathering’. Men 

are usually at their parenting best when they’re involved in games, having fun or being  

active with their kids. It is through activity that many dads teach kids lessons such as  

fairness, playing by the rules, trying their best and, of course, sharing stories from their own  

childhood. 
 

Another side to this parenting genius is that Chris shared something of himself with his 

daughters when he bought that motorbike. Each time he rides with them he is sharing a 

part of who he is with his daughters – not the work persona, the parent persona or the 

friend persona – but something that is close to the essence of who is, which was forged 

during the joyous times of childhood. 
 

Article By: Michael Grose— Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading 

parenting educators.  
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We are seeking dedicated individuals to work as School Crossing  
Supervisors located within the City of Stonnington 

 
These areas include: Toorak, South Yarra, Malvern, Prahran, Windsor and 
surrounding areas. 
 
Ongoing Positions with a great hourly rate, providing full training and full 
uniform. 
 
Safety in the community is a priority. If this is you, please call Roberta 
(03) 8561 8833 or email your interest to mulgrave-recruiters@chandlermacleod.com for further  
assistance. 
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Is holding a very long-awaited book sale on 15th and 16th of May.  
It will again be held at the Black Flat Hall, Cnr. Springvale and  

Waverley Roads, Glen Waverley 3150 
There will be a very large selection of all children’s books and even 

more for adults 

Times:   Saturday 15 May   8.00am   until   4.00pm  
               Sunday   16 May    9.00am   until    12,00 noon  

Look forward to seeing you there and don’t forget to tell all of your friends.  
If you have any questions please contact   

 

Ian Bjorkman (Lions Club) 0425 700 204    


