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NAPLAN 

The 2021 NAPLAN results are in and once again, MPS has performed, on average, ahead of the state. One area of 

note was the performance of our year students in reading. Reading has been a particular focus of the school over 

the last 4 years, the percentage of our students achieving in the top 2 bands of NAPLAN for Year 5 reading has 

increased from 29% in 2017 to 52% this year. This result is 10% higher than the state average and reflects the strong 

focus we put on this key foundation of student learning. In addition, the Year 5’s achieved a “Relative Growth” 

outcome of 31%. Relative Growth is the proportion of students who achieved high growth compared to their peers. 

It is measured against the state (24%), our local network (31%) and similar schools by demographics (25%). To put 

this in context, if the Monash Network was measured against all countries in terms of educational outcomes, it 

would be ranked alongside the top jurisdictions in the world. For our Year 5’s to achieve such outstanding results fills 

me with pride and I would like to thank our students, parents and teachers for their efforts.  As for the Year 3’s, they 

have absolutely dominated writing, with 75% of our students achieving results in the top 2 bands. This is 20% higher 

than the state average!!!  

 

Next term, our staff will break down the data, look at areas where we didn’t achieve the exceptional results that we 

did in Year 5 Reading and Year 3 Writing and then reflect on our practice to ensure we continue to improve in 

order to ensure our students achieve the best possible learning outcomes. As with all things, Covid has brough 

inconsistency and there is no doubt that we have seen this in the 2021 NAPLAN results, with some areas not quite as 

high as we would like, but rest assured the results overall remain positive. 
 

Please see below (and on the next page)  for the overall summaries: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY DATES 2021 
SEPTEMBER  

Last day of term 3 - 17th September 2021 
OCTOBER 

Term 4 First Day - 4 October 2021 
 

TERM DATES 2021 

Term 3: 12 July – 17th September 2021 

Term 4: 4 October – 17th December 2021 
 

CURRICULUM DAYS 
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Principals Message Continued:   

 

 

 

 

Finally, I would remind all families of children who are receiving their results, to consider the positives 

of your child’s achievements first and foremost. It is a snapshot in time and it has been well publicised 

that Covid was likely to have a major impact. 

 
End of Term 3 

A reminder that Term 3 will be ending on Friday September 17th at 2:30pm. For families of students 

attending on-site supervision, if you are unable to collect your child at this time, please ensure they 

are enrolled and booked in with Camp Australia from this time on. 

 

It is my great hope that we will be back on site as a school community next term and if so, a reminder 

for all students to make sure they are wearing their hats, but in the meantime, please make the most 

of the next two weeks and enjoy the downtime. Might I suggest unplugging the children for at least a 

few days so that they can take a much needed break from screens. I have my fingers crossed for at 

least a 10km exercise zone over the holidays so that I can start exploring some new tracks as I go for 

a run or a walk. 

 

Please take care. 

 

Charles Spicer 
Principal 
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New dates: 
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Since the early days of the pandemic, University of Queensland Professor of Clinical Psy-

chology and Parenting and Family Support Centre director Matt Sanders has been devel-

oping resources to help families cope with the change. 

 

 

Matt Sanders, Professor of Clinical Psychology and Director of the Par-

enting and Family Support Centre at the University of Queensland, has 

developed many resources to help families cope during the pandemic. 

Professor Sanders said there are simple, but important steps parents can 

take to help guide young people through situations like lockdowns. 

Things like keeping to a routine, listening carefully to your kids and even 

having a spontaneous family dance can all help. 

He said amid the chaos, understanding that the larger events associat-

ed with the pandemic were largely out of individuals' control was key. 

"It brings back home the fundamental importance of controlling the things you can con-

trol," he said. 

"That is to exercise a greater level of control over your day-to-day, moment-to-moment en-

vironment, which includes your relationship with your kids, with your partners, with the peo-

ple you're working with." 

Professor Sander said embracing personal agency and ability to make a difference for the 

family unit was important. 

"Let others worry about the big picture affecting the universe," he said. 

"You can think globally but act locally, in a very concrete way." 

 

Take cues from your children 

He said it was important for parents to listen carefully to their children. 

"When they are asking a question, they're interested in learning," he said. 

"The big mistake in responding to kids' questions is feeling as though you have to tell them 

everything when sometimes it's a good idea to clarify what's behind the question, by  

asking 'I'm curious about why you ask that' or 'What is it that you know about this?'". 

"Let the children educate you, as the parent, about what they do know and what the  

missing bit is." 
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Psychologist Matt Sanders is encouraging parents to listen carefully to their kids and  

response thoughtfully. (Unsplash: Sigmund OV) 

 

He said it was crucial kids know that parents are "interested and accessible" when they 

want to talk to you about something that is worrying them or that they're uncertain about. 

Professor said although the outbreaks of COVID across the country may be causing  

parents a lot of stress, it was important to shield children from that to some extent. 

"If you are freaking out and you're panicking, what children observe is a worried, anxious, 

fretful parent all the time," he said. 

"Then children have got the signals that there's something they need to be concerned 

about." 

He said planning out a daily routine was important, and there were endless activities that 

could keep people occupied. 

Professor Sanders suggested parents make a list of activities and put it on the fridge so kids 

can learn to occupy themselves independently. 

He said cooking, exercising, dressing up, learning a musical instrument or researching fami-

ly history and cultural traditions could all be very engaging. 

 

Keeping children active and engaged in a routine is important. 

(ABC News: Curtis Rodda) 

 

He said having a sing-a-long or dance could also work wonders to counter the strangeness 

of lockdown. 

"It's a great form of emotional expression," he said. 

"Family singing, dancing, just having an active movement associated with music is really 

good for people's mental health." 
 

 

Young people probably more resilient than you realise 

Professor Sanders said the experience of the pandemic could be compared with events 

such as famines, world wars, tsunamis and other natural disasters. 

"It's certainly the case that some kids can be traumatised by these experiences, but they're 

still only in the minority," he said. 

He said it was important to remind young people that the stressful events such as  

lockdowns were "temporary and transitional" and would eventually be followed by  

stability. 

"That doesn't mean that there aren't families who have been through a very, very difficult 

time," he said. 

"But on the other hand, it's been a unique opportunity for people to demonstrate to  

themselves their capacity for coping with challenging and difficult times." 
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 Name Reason 

6C Luka. G 

  

Tyce  C 

For great participation during zoom sessions, I really appreciate your hard work and I enjoy  

getting your daily feedback. 
 

For your enthusiasm towards our Zoom meetings, sharing ideas, games and endless cuddly pets. 

It has really boosted my Wellbeing. 

6G Saman-

tha M 
For consistently completing work at a high quality, and for asking insightful questions when  

interviewing a character from the mentor text. Well done Samantha, keep up the great work! 

5W Amelia For completing a fantastic birds eye view map for maths this week. 

5N Con-

stance 
For consistently submitting an excellent standard of work during remote learning and joining our 

daily Zooms with a smile. 

5H Alyssa 

  

Visal 

For submitting some excellent uploads and great participation in zoom reading sessions 
 

For showing a great deal of motivation during remote learning. Exceptional participation in  

reading zooms. 

4J Isabella 

T 

  
Emmanuel  

For writing a very detailed procedure on 'How to Make a Pizza'. Great work Isabella. 

  

For a spectacular poster showing the different levels of the ocean. Your effort and creativity were 

amazing Mani! 

4B Joseph 

M 

  

Ayla O 

For approaching remote learning in a positive and creative way and creating more than one 

spectacular diorama showing the different ocean zones! 
 

For brightening my day by showcasing her incredible animation skills and reflecting thoughtfully 

on her progress in maths. 

3S Mylah K For consistently uploading high quality work, and for writing an excellent description of her  

dragon. 

 3R Alexan-

der P 

For his fantastic efforts during the last two weeks! You are completing all tasks to a fantastic level 

well done! 

3M Mia D For her amazing resilience and perseverance. You always brighten up our  Zooms with your  

positivity and beautiful smile! 

2B Ana T 

  

Patrick 

G 

For always having a smile on her face during our class Zoom meetings, and always working to her 

best. Keep up the brilliant work. 

For working on his handwriting skills and showing great persistence on all tasks these past two 

weeks. Keep up the amazing job. 

2E Cruz S Congratulations on your efforts during Home Learning. You are trying hard and submitting quality 

work every day. Well done, Cruz. We are proud of you! 

2M Mia For her expressive reading during our Zoom reading sessions. Well done Mia! 

1T Erik K For asking thoughtful questions and always sharing his thinking during our class Zoom meetings. 

Thank you for being a great participant, Erik! 

1P Reuben  For working hard in our reading group Zooms and for always being willing to share his thoughts. 

Keep up the great effort Reuben! 

1M Noah L For his enduring positive attitude. Your smile always brightens up our daily zoom! 

1C Venice 

W 

For wonderful contributions to our reading group and producing an excellent standard of work. 

Keep up the amazing work Venice! 

PL Kasim U For a brilliant effort writing his Big Write persuasive text on the best season. 

PH Miles V For working so hard on his home learning activities. You're a superstar Miles! 

PC Meiya T  For a fantastic effort with her Big Write and always trying her best with her tasks. Keep it up Meiya! 
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  Junior Middle Senior 

Art Moriah G - 1P 

For her wonderful efforts 

in exploring over 13 differ-

ent 'frottage' texture ef-

fects with oil pastels.   

Superb work! 

Jordan G- 3R 

For his use of triangles, 

repetition, overlapping 

and just 3 colours to 

create an amazing ab-

stract foil artwork. A su-

per effort! 

Charlotte T - 6C 

For showing amazing  

painting skills when using 

watercolours to create 9 

different effects. Your  

watercolour gradient and 

value technique were a 

standout. Top job! 

PE Dolman Family- 

Chelsea and Liam 

For your legendary PE 

submissions throughout 

Remote Learning, the  

enthusiasm and energy 

you put towards every PE 

Session is amazing.  Keep 

it up 

3M 

For quiet possibly the  

funniest attempt at  

Hurdles ever! You ran, 

you fell and the hurdles 

fell but the smile didn’t 

leave your face as you 

laughed you way 

through it! Simply the 

best attitude to PE tasks 

ever! 

Eleni A - 5W 

For an amazing attempt at 

hurdles, it was so fun for the 

class and myself to see the 

fun you were having whilst 

attempting the hurdles. It 

wasn’t the quickest but it 

was certainly the most  

entertaining. 

Performing 
Arts 

Emili S - 1T 

  

For the enthusiasm and 

energy you put towards 

every production  

rehearsal. You are a 

great role model for your 

class. Well done! 

Joseph M - 4B 

  

For your dedication and 

enthusiasm towards 

learning the songs for 

the production. You are 

doing a fantastic job 

and having fun at the 

same time. Well done! 

Jiniya K - 6C 

  

For your huge effort in 

learning your lines for the 

production and for  

consistently listening and 

responding to feedback 

and direction. It's terrific to 

see how you have  

developed your character. 

Science Scarlett W - PH 

  

For your excellent work 

when we were identifying 

animal features while in 

home learning. I loved 

the effort you put into 

your tasks. Amazing work 

Scarlett! 

Bronwyn P - 3R 

  

For your amazing ideas 

for potential animals 

and plants on our alien 

world. The designs for 

potential producers 

and consumers were 

really creative. Nice 

work Bronwyn. 

Eva D - 6G 

 

Samantha M 

  

Excellent work on your 

space tour presentation as 

well as the entertaining  

Kahoots you created. 

Great job Eva. 



 

 

 
  

 

 

  Junior Middle Senior 

Art Zephyro H - 2B 

For your impressive efforts 

and dedication during  

remote learning to produce 

creative, detailed and in-

teresting artwork each 

week. You are proof that 

we can all be artists at 

home. Fantastic work! 

  

Jayden L - 4J 

For your amazing 'pop-out' 

drawing. You were able to fol-

low the instructions, put your 

own creative spin on it and turn 

it into a wonderful crab  

drawing. Super effort! 

Audrey M - 5N 

For demonstrating amazing 

drawing skills within each of your 

artworks submitted during  

remote learning. Superb work! 

PE Archie M- Prep H 

For his amazing summary of 

the Wheel Chair Rugby at 

the Paralympic Games. 

Your amazement and ex-

citement when explaining 

the game was so great to 

watch. I hope you enjoyed 

watching other events at 

the Paralympics with the 

same level of excitement 

and intrigue. 

Emma O- 4J 

For an amazing effort in the 

'Escape form Mulgrave' Chal-

lenge, without you and your 

huge distances covered we 

would probably still be in Victo-

ria still! Well Done 

Violet O - 6G 

For an amazing effort in the 

'Escape form Mulgrave'  

Challenge, without you and 

your huge distances covered 

we would probably still be in 

Victoria still! Well Done 

P  
E 
R 
f 
O 
R 
m 
I 
n 
g  
 
A 
R 
T 
S 

Danillo - 2E 

  

You never fail to impress me 

with your brilliant, light  

flashing, rocking out music 

videos. You really know 

how to get the most out of 

your performing arts tasks 

and have fun at the same 

time. Well done! 

  

Scarlett Watt - Prep H 

 

For working so hard to learn 

the production songs,  

practising every day and 

completing your Performing 

Arts tasks to a very high 

standard. You are a super 

star! 

Iris A - 3M 

  

For your huge effort in  

practising all of your songs for 

the production. You are always 

focused and try your best in 

class and have continued this 

excellent attitude during  

remote learning. It clearly shows 

in your fabulous videos. Well 

done! 

Jordan M - 5W 

  

For all your hard work towards 

production rehearsals during 

school and in lockdown. You 

also have a beautiful, impressive 

singing voice which you  

demonstrated to me during 

lockdown. 

S 

C 

I 

E 

N 

C 

E 

 

Ondria F - 1M 

  

Excellent work on your  

coding tasks during home 

learning Ondria. It's been 

great to see you program-

ming the robot to travel on 

the maps, as well as figuring 

out my puzzles. Well done! 

Eliza M- 3S 

  

For your excellent programming 

when completing the Dash  

puzzles. Awesome job Eliza. 

Chloe K - 5W 

  

For you great work when  

completing all the programming 

puzzles in Dash's  

Neighbourhood. Great work 

Chloe. 
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