
 

KEY DATES 2023 

 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

Fri 17th - Pupil Free Day 

 

MARCH 
 

Fri 3rd -  Zoo Excursion - Gr 1-2 

Fri 3rd - District Tennis 

Fri 10th - Summer Inter School Sport 
Mon 13th -  LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Wed  15th - School Photos 

Tues 21st - Harmony Day 

Fri 31st - Summer Inter School Sport 

Wed 15th - NAPLAN Commences 

Thurs 23rd - NAPLAN Ends 

 
APRIL 
 

Thurs 6th - Term 1 Ends 

         2.30pm Finish 

Fri 7th - Good Friday 
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DATES AND TIMES TO REMEMBER: 
 

TERM DATES 2023 
Term 1:        30 January – 6 April 

Term 2:       24 April – 23 June 

Term 3:       10 July – 15 September 

Term 4:       2 October – 20 December 

 
 

CURRICULUM DAYS 2023 

Fri 27th Jan, Fri 17th Feb, Wed 26th April, Mon 

6th Nov 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE. DAYS 2023 

Tues 13th June & Thurs 14th December 
 

 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2023 - Term 1 
Mon 13 March - Labour Day 

Fri 7th April - Good Friday 

 
 

TIMETABLE 

Commence   8.58 Line-up Bell-Music 

   9am 2nd Bell - Roll Marked 

Recess  11.00 -  11.30am 

Lunch   1.40 -  2.30pm 

School Finishes         3.30pm 

 

Message From The Principal   
  

We are now back in full swing and it has been great to see our students putting their 

best foot forward in the classrooms. Of course, you’ve got to be in it to win it, so with 

that in mind, here’s a little blurb from the Department… 

 

Lost Opportunities  

Lateness and lost opportunities are a big focus for the Department of Education and 

our school this year, the accumulated absence or lateness does add up to significant 

lost learning time. Consider this:  
 

• A student who is late by half an hour each day misses the equivalent of 16.6  

            days of learning each year. 

• An 80% attendance rate is the equivalent of missing one day per week or 40  

            days of lost learning for the school year which could add up to 2 ½ years from 

            Prep – Year 12. 

• 85% attendance equals 30 days of lost learning per year or 2 years from Prep –  

            Year 12. 

• 90% attendance equals 1 day per fortnight or 20 days per year equalling one  

            year of absence from Prep – Year 12. 

• 95% attendance equals 10 days of lost learning and over half a year of lost 

opportunities from Prep – Year 12. 

Research that the Department of Education is leaning on indicates that there is no 

safe threshold to missing school. They determined this using a combination of school 

enrolment figures, attendance records and NAPLAN results provided by the WA 

Education Department. They studied patterns of over 415,000 primary and high 

school students over a five-year time frame. In all analyses, average academic 

achievement on NAPLAN tests declined with any absence from school and 

continued to decline as absence rates increased. 
 

Every day of absence made a difference, and this was particularly true for 

unauthorised absences. The effect of one day of absence was relatively small but 

added up quickly as more and more days were missed. The effect of missing days 

accumulated over time, so that school absence not only impacted achievement in the 

year in which the days were missed but in future years as well. The message is 

straightforward and well supported, every day of school that is missed is a lost 

opportunity, please ensure your child is at school every day!  
 

* It should be noted that Mulgrave PS had one of the highest attendance rates in the 

state pre-covid and early figures this year have us back on track for that. Let’s hope 

we can all have a great year and our students attend as often as possible, whilst 

balancing their health and the health of others. 

 

Teacher-Family Communication 
The school would like to bring our families along with 

us on the journey that is the 2023 school year and would 

like to encourage and promote really positive and 

valuable partnerships between home and school.  
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We worked together last week to develop some protocols for effective communication and share the email addresses of our teaching 

teams with the following expectations: 
 

• Please allow 48 hours for an email response to be provided 

• Urgent messages are still to be sent to the office 

• During the day, teachers are teaching, there is limited availability to respond to emails between 8:45am – 4pm. 

• We encourage face to face communication to resolve complex matters 

• Responses will not be provided over the weekend 

• Please be respectful and polite in communication with staff 

• Absences are still to be communicated to the office 

• The nature of flexible working hours means that you may be sending an email at a time of convenience for you, please note, our    

            staff will reply at a time that is convenient and available for them 

• Communication about a particular issue may be reflected upon by the whole area team to discuss an appropriate action/

response 

 
Prep B – Lauri Brogden: lauri.brogden@education.vic.gov.au 
 
Prep C – Caiti Hayes: caitlin.hayes@education.vic.gov.au 
 
Prep K – Jay Khoo: jaykim.khoo@education.vic.gov.au 

1B – Bernice Li: bernice.li2@education.vic.gov.au 

1L – Le-Buu Ly: le-buu.ly@education.vic.gov.au 

1M – Sarah Murray: sarah.murray@education.vic.gov.au 

2E – Marika Evans: marika.evans@education.vic.gov.au 

2N – Erica Newnham: erica.newnham@education.vic.gov.au 

2O – Michelle Ohia: michelle.ohia@education.vic.gov.au  

3H – Emma Harrison: emma.harrison2@education.vic.gov.au 

3M – Nicole MacPhie: nicole.macphie@education.vic.gov.au 

3S – John Stokes: john.scottstokes@education.vic.gov.au  

 
4H – Lauren Hay & Micahela Muhandiramge: lauren.hay@education.vic.gov.au and michaela.muhandiramge@education.vic.gov.au  
 
4S – Catherine Slaughter: catherine.slaughter@education.vic.gov.au  

4W – Rebecca Wright: Rebecca.wright4@education.vic.gov.au  

5G – Nathan Giles: nathan.giles@education.vic.gov.au  
 
5J – Louise Jarvis and Kate Hattwell: louise.jarvis@education.vic.gov.au and kate.hattwell@education.vic.gov.au  
 
5M – Lenore Matthews: Lenore.matthews@education.vic.gov.au  

6J – Jordan Geer: jordan.geer@education.vic.gov.au  
 
6T – Tracy Turner and Tim O’Neill:  tracy.turner@education.vic.gov.au and timothy.ONeill2@education.vic.gov.au  
 

Performing Arts – Sally Bush: sally.bush@education.vic.gov.au 
 
Physical Education – Tim O’Neill: timothy.ONeill2@education.vic.gov.au 
 
Spanish – Pilar Caivano: MariadelPilar.Caivano@education.vic.gov.au 
 
STEM – Stuart McIlwraith: stuart.mcilwraith@education.vic.gov.au  

 

mailto:mulgrave.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.mulgraveps.vic.edu.au
mailto:lauri.brogden@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:caitlin.hayes@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:jaykim.khoo@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:bernice.li2@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:le-buu.ly@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:sarah.murray@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:marika.evans@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:erica.newnham@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:michelle.ohia@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:emma.harrison2@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:nicole.macphie@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:john.scottstokes@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:lauren.hay@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:michaela.muhandiramge@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:catherine.slaughter@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Rebecca.wright4@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:nathan.giles@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:louise.jarvis@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:kate.hattwell@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Lenore.matthews@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:jordan.geer@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:tracy.turner@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:timothy.ONeill2@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:sally.bush@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:timothy.ONeill2@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:MariadelPilar.Caivano@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:stuart.mcilwraith@education.vic.gov.au


 Gladeswood Drive, Mulgrave, 3170 p 9795 2477, f 9795 4884 , e  mulgrave.ps@education.vic.gov.au  w www.mulgraveps.vic.edu.au 

Tutoring Program – Franca Elliott: Franca.Elliott@education.vic.gov.au 
 
Visual Arts – Dani Pejic:  Daniela.Pejic@education.vic.gov.au 
 
Assistant Principals – Stuart Hattwell and Nicola Weerakoon: stuart.hattwell@education.vic.gov.au and Nicola.weerakoon@education.vic.gov.au  

Principal: Charles Spicer: charles.spicer@education.vic.gov.au  

School Email Address: mulgrave.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

2024 Enrolments 
Whilst it feels like we have just begun 2023 and welcomed our new students, we are planning an approach for 2024 and new enrolments. 

School Tours will be delivered on a fortnightly basis, alternating from Tuesdays and Thursdays. New families are encouraged to book in for a 

school tour to find out more about our school and our programs. For families who do not have a sibling claim and who live outside of the 

MPS school zone, a new application form will be available after March 28th. For all families in zone or with a sibling claim, the standard 

enrolment form is required and is available at the office. 
 

School Council – Parents Needed 
Our final meeting for the 2022 School Council will be next Tuesday evening. I note and thank the significant contributions of Melinda Collard 

and Anne McNee who are both retiring from council and have provided long standing support to our school over many years. The 

importance of School Council representation is a vital part of school governance and we are still seeking two new parent reps for the new 

council beginning next month. This is an important opportunity for input into the direction of the school and a legal requirement.   Following 

next week’s meeting, the first meeting of the new school council will be held in late March, along with our Annual General Meeting. 
 

NAPLAN Changes  
Education Ministers and member of the Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) have just last week detailed 

some changes to the manner in which NAPLAN details are provided to schools and families. New proficiency standards with 4 levels of 

achievement for each year level will replace the previous 10-band structure that covered all 4 levels tested and the old national minimum 

standard set in 2008 when tests were on paper. The new proficiency standards include a baseline benchmark to identify students who are 

likely to need additional support. This will mean students in Year 3 and 5 will have numerical NAPLAN bands replaced and the national 

minimum standard will be replaced by the following 4 levels of achievement:  
 

• Exceeding  

• Strong  

• Developing  

• Needs additional support. 
 

Families and the school community are encouraged to read the media release that was issued on the 10th February detailing further 

information about this. The link is available for viewing here.  
 

XUNO  

Thank-you to families who are regular users of XUNO. This App is our primary tool for communicating with our school community. If you 

have not yet registered or received your welcome email, please contact the office. Welcome emails are sent to both parent’s email accounts, so 

it is important that your email addresses are up to date in our system.  
 

All information and messages are sent out via XUNO notifications, and it is important that you have the correct settings on your device, to 

allow you to receive these notifications.  If you require assistance with your settings, please contact the school office on 9795 2477.  If you 

prefer not to receive notifications, then it is vital you check XUNO each day for any new postings. 
 

XUNO may also be used to send emails to families, so it is also important that emails are checked regularly. Please note that we will not send 

urgent messages via XUNO, if we need to contact parents urgently, we will contact you via phone. 
 

Seesaw 
Thank you also to the many families who are already up and running with Seesaw, our new online tool. This is the main communication 

channel between you and your child’s teacher/s. It also allows parents to see their child’s current work and their progress.  
 

CCTV  

I want to inform our community, as a courtesy, that we have CCTV cameras all around Mulgrave PS. The purpose of 

these cameras is to provide security for our school campus out of school hours. CCTV is a very effective deterrent and 

helps us to ensure we are not subject to vandalism. The footage is kept for a period of approximately three weeks and 

is only accessed if there is an issue. 
 

Curriculum Day 
A reminder that tomorrow is a curriculum day and therefore a student free day. Camp Australia is available should your child need 

supervision, but bookings are essential. Staff will be working hard on developing their literacy teaching skills as we continue to work 

on our current strategic plan and implementing and embedding consistent approaches to teaching and learning across the school.  

Charles Spicer  Principal 
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Class 

 

Name 

 

Reason 

6G Josh M For working hard and producing quality work in all areas! 

6T Shyla B 
 
Zoe L 

For being an amazing helper in class, someone who makes others feel good and is always kind and 
supportive. 
For helping everyone feel welcome and giving people a smile and laugh every day. 

5G Ella M For always listening in class and being motivated to complete her work to the best of her ability. 
Well done! 

5J Alexander P For being such a friendly, kind and considerate classmate and for his positive attitude towards his 
writing task this week. So proud of you! 

5M Luke B For getting off to a great start in Year 5. Well done on approaching all tasks with a positive,  
enthusiastic attitude and remaining focused on your learning. I am so proud of you. Keep up the 
good work. 

4W Tyler W His great contribution to class discussions and for his persistence, even when he finds 

tasks challenging. 

4H Cleo M For being a conscientious member of 4H. Well done Cleo! 

4H Kenisha P For always working diligently in class. Keep up the great work! 

3M Adeeb R For settling into Mulgrave Primary School and making new friends.  Welcome to 3M we are so  
happy to have you! 

3H Evie T For being a great helper in class, and always showing respect for others. Keep it up! 

3S Michelle C For creating work of a high quality in class and always taking pride in what she does. 

2O Aadhya P For having an enthusiastic approach to all learning tasks. You have settled in very well. Well done! 

2N Ariel T For her beautiful writing this week, always trying her best! 

2E Alexander J For demonstrating excellent resilience and a positive attitude. 

1M Luca U For doing an amazing job at sounding out his words while reading. Keep up the great work Luca! 

1L Jana M For growing her big idea with her rabbit character and doing an amazing performance of the  
Wonderful Book. 

1B Nicholas K For trying his best to sound out his words while reading. Well done and keep up the awesome 
work! 

Prep K Mia S For always leading the way in showing the expected class behaviour. Well done! 

Prep C Andie M For being a great helper and looking out for others. Well done on an amazing start to school! 

Prep B Athena T For being a lovely class helper. Well done on a great start to school! 
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2023 is Production Year! 
 

We are very excited to be able to finally hold a whole-school 
production again this year. For our 2023 production, we are happy to 
finally present Arthur Gumnut, the show that we had to cancel due to 
lockdowns and restrictions in 2021. 
 

Please save the date! 
 

Dates:  Tuesday 18th and Wednesday 19th July, 2023  
   (We perform twice). 
 

Location:  Nazareth College, Manning Drive, Noble Park North. 
 

Time:  6:30pm (TBC). Students will need to arrive at 5:30pm (TBC). 
 
More information will follow throughout the term. If you are a parent 
with skills that may be able to assist with sets/props/costumes etc. 
please contact Mrs. Sally Bush via Seesaw or email at 
Sally.Bush@education.vic.gov.au and let her know how you’d like to 
help. 
 
Thank you, 
The MPS Production Team 
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STARTING BACK AT SCHOOL – Justin Coulson 
 

If your kids are back at school, or about to be, these ideas can help ease the transition from holiday time to school time.  
 

Build Relationships  
One of the best predictors of children’s wellbeing at school is the quality of their relationships. Put simply, kids typically 
like school when they’ve got good friends there. In the lead up to school starting and in the first few weeks of school 
make an effort to get your kids involved with other children in the holidays, on the weekend, and after school. 
 

Get Routines Right  
In my book, 21 Days to a Happier Family, I highlight the way that routines make life easier because we free up cognitive 
space. When we have a routine (and a checklist!), we don’t have to think. This means less anxiety and more 
efficiency. So focus on a morning, afternoon, and evening routine. 
Mornings should be built around waking up at the right time (or even a bit early), eating good food, preparing good food 
for the day, and leaving on time. 
Afternoons should be focused on rejuvenation and recovery from a long day. A bit of down time before extra-curricular 
activities, reading, or household chores (or homework for older kids) can go a long way to making the afternoon go well. 
Evenings should emphasise relationships and nurture, reduced screen-time, and plenty of sleep. We also want to get 
things ready for the morning. Prepping uniforms, shoes, lunchboxes and so on can make mornings magic, rather than 
mayhem. Remember, your morning starts the night before.  
 

Set Your Own Expectations Appropriately  
One of the biggest issues for children in school is parent expectations. The increasing demands on students from well-
meaning parents who want their kids to be A-students is often detrimental. Children are expected to do more “learning” 
and less playing at younger and younger ages. We submit them to all manner of tests, NAPLAN being the most famous, 
and apply pressure with ever-increasing expectations. Instead, encourage reading, and read with your kids. Make it stuff 
they want to read.  
 
Finally, consider the amount of extra-curricular activities they’re involved in. Childhood is certainly about development, 
learning, and extending talents and abilities. But it’s also about play, freedom, and being allowed to be little. 
About 7% of Aussie kids aged 4-17 years experience anxiety disorders each year. School can be a major contributor. By 
building strong relationships with peers and school staff, establishing calm, clear, predictable routines at home, and 
emphasising fair expectations that suit your child and his or her temperament, anxiety can be reduced, and going back 
to school can be easier for everyone. 
 

Top tips for a smoother school start… 
 

1. Get kids involved in the organisation process 

2. Use positive language 

3. Add a personal touch (something they can take with them to school) 

4. Talk about how they are feeling 

5. Maintain a consistent routine at home 

6. Limit after school activities in Term 1 
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