
 

KEY DATES 2023 

 

MARCH 
 

Fri 31st - Summer Inter School Sport 
 

APRIL 
 

Mon 3rd - MPS Sculpture Entries Due 

Thurs 6th - Term 1 Ends 

         2.30pm Finish 

Fri 7th - Good Friday 
Mon 24th - Term 2 Commences 

Tues 25th - ANZAC Day - Public Holiday 

Wed 26th - Curriculum Day 

                    (No students required) 

Fri 28th - Tree Planting Day (Gr 5&6) 
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DATES AND TIMES TO REMEMBER: 
 

TERM DATES 2023 
Term 1:        30 January – 6 April 

Term 2:       24 April – 23 June 

Term 3:       10 July – 15 September 

Term 4:       2 October – 20 December 
 

CURRICULUM DAYS 2023 

Fri 27th Jan, Fri 17th Feb, Wed 26th April, Mon 

6th Nov 
 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE. DAYS 2023 
Tues 13th June & Thurs 14th December 
 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2023 - Term 1 
Mon 13 March - Labour Day 

Fri 7th April - Good Friday 
 

TIMETABLE 

Commence   8.58 Line-up Bell-Music 

   9am 2nd Bell - Roll Marked 

Recess  11.00 -  11.30am 

Lunch   1.40 -  2.30pm 

School Finishes         3.30pm 

Message From The Principal   
  

It feels like we’ve only just returned to school for 2023, but the end of term is 

looming large and we have already done so much. Most notably, can I start by 

saying how impressed I am with our preps and the ease with which they have 

settled into school. Yesterday and today I have been able to observe some of 

their “Prep Induction” ceremonies and the first thing that comes to mind is the 

bond they have already created with their buddies. This connection will serve 

them well, not only in 2023, but next year as their buddies become school 

leaders in Year 6.  

It’s not just the preps who have come a long way though. We are seeing a shift 

towards greater independence that has been lacking during the Covid years. 

Although I note there is still a bit of a way to go before we recapture our pre-

Covid independence, more and more we are remembering just how 

independent our students can be as they take on new learning and new social 

skills. A large focus of our wellbeing program has been about helping students 

to identify the sorts of age appropriate behaviours we should be seeing in 

school, from Year 6’s being able to make good choices under peer pressure to 

preps being able to carry their own bags. I’m sure as the year unfolds, this will 

only improve further. 

 

Early Dismissal Thursday April 6th – 2:30pm 

On the last day of term students will be dismissed at 2:30pm. Students will be 

dismissed from their classrooms after a slightly earlier lunch break. If you are 

not able to collect your child at this time, please make arrangements via Camp 

Australia for Out of School Hours Care. It is not fair to our office staff to have a 

foyer full of students whose parents need to be contacted to remind them of the 

earlier finish. Unfortunately, this seems to be happening more and more 

frequently. The slightly earlier finish on the last day of term has been happening 

since I was in primary school, so you know it’s been around for a while and is 

not a new thing! Again, please be aware of the 2:30pm finish time on Thursday 

April 6th.  

 

Holiday Reading 

As always, I strongly encourage all students to continue to read 

over the school holidays. I often refer to the statistic that 67 

minutes of reading a day will help a child to achieve, on average, 

in the 98th percentile for their age. This means reading over the 

holidays as well. Perhaps it’s 30 minutes before going to bed, or 15 minutes of 

downtime in the sunshine. It could be reading to a younger sibling or trying a 

new and more challenging book. The important thing is to be reading for 

enjoyment and building a strong vocabulary in the process.  

I particularly hope that our senior students from Years 3-6 take the time to read 

independently over the holidays, as this is the time when we often start to see a 

plateau start to occur in student achievement. This is reflected across the 

country and the best way to set ourselves apart is to enjoy a good book. Parents, 

if I can ask for your help in encouraging your child/ren to find some time for 

reading, I know it will lead to better life outcomes for all of our students. 

 

Easter Hat Parade 

Thursday 6th April 

       9.15am 
 

* Raffle Drawn after the parade! 

* MPS Sculpture prizes decided! 
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Easter Hat Parade 

On the last day of term, all parents and family members are invited to join us for the annual Easter Hat Parade 

and raffle draw. The parade will commence at 9:15am, with the raffle drawn at the conclusion of the parade. 

 

Term 2 

The start of Term 2 will be a little unusual, with students returning on Monday April 24th. The following day is the ANZAC 

day public holiday (25th) and the Wednesday is a student free day as staff will be working with the regional maths team on 

“Big Ideas in Numeracy”. Students then return on Thursday April 27th.  

 

Congratulations Mr. Stokes 

It is with great pleasure that I can announce that Mr. Stokes and his wife Shenay welcomed the arrival of 

Samuel Stokes on Wednesday 29th March 2023. Mother and baby are doing well and Mr. Stokes is a very proud 

dad! We wish him and his family good health and happiness. 

 

Mr. Stokes will be taking leave for the remainder of this term and throughout Term 2 to be with his young 

family. Mrs Hayley Cutting will temporarily be returning from her family leave to take the reins next term. 

 

Enjoy the Holidays 

Finally, have a safe and happy holiday period. Remember that the school will be accessible over the holidays for family visits, 

although families should be sure to keep clear of the Camp Australia holiday program. If you are in need of supervision over 

the break, bookings for the holiday program can be made online via the Camp Australia website. As is usually the case, 

various works will be taking place over the break, so please be careful around any workers. Enjoy the break. 

 

Charles Spicer   
Principal 

 
 

mailto:mulgrave.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.mulgraveps.vic.edu.au


 Gladeswood Drive, Mulgrave, 3170 p 9795 2477, f 9795 4884 , e  mulgrave.ps@education.vic.gov.au  w www.mulgraveps.vic.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear MPS families and students, 
 

Our Visual Art Captains are running the ‘MPS Sculpture making competition’ which are due back on Monday 3rd 
April.  
 

Here are the details: 
 

• Students are to use their ‘sculpture’ building skills to create a 3D animal. It can be any animal they like or an  
        imaginary animal. 
• Recycled related products must be used. 
• Students make it at home (without parent assistance please). 
• Entries must be brought to the art room by Monday 3rd April. 
• Entries must have their name and grade…NO NAME, NO FAME. 
• 3 prize winners will be announced at the Easter hat parade (next Thursday 6th April). 
         *Junior (prep-2)   *Middle (grade 3-4)   *Senior (grade 5-6) 
 

Kind Regards, 
 

Dani Pejic 
Visual Arts Teacher 
 

 

Easter Hat Parade 
Thursday 6th April—9.15am 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  
We will be having an Easter Hat Parade on Thursday April 6th (last day of term) at 9:15am.   
Parents are invited to join us for this special event, which will be held on the basketball court  
(or stadium depending on the weather).  The Easter raffle will also be drawn after the parade. 
 

All children are being asked to make a bright and colourful Easter hat at home with some help 
from mum and dad.  
 

**A Seesaw message should have been sent home via your child’s teacher with more  
    information! 
 

Kind Regards  
Nicola Weerakoon  
Acting Assistant Principal  
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Student Leadership News! 
 

Chris from the Monash Council came to speak to the student leadership team about 
our community and how to look after it. We spoke about various topics such as 
recycling and composting.  
 

Chris showed us the items that could go into the recycling bins and what types of 
food scraps we can place into the compost bins.  He spoke to the leadership team 
about what we can do to improve the school and make positive changes towards 
making our community more sustainable.  
 

Stay tuned for more information on the changes we are making to our school 
community!  
 

Lama 6G  
Jasper 6T  
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Class 

 

Name 

 

Reason 

6G Emma O For fantastic participation and ideas during debating! You're awesome, keep it up! 

6T Joseph M Always taking responsibility and helping others, in the yard and in the classroom. Thank 
you! 

5G Ryan L For recording detailed notes about our mentor text and contributing insightful thoughts to 
class discussions. Well done Ryan! 

5J Klara G For bringing sunshine to our class with her beautiful smile, kind nature, gorgeous manners 
and insightful and valuable contributions. Well done! 

5M Nathaniel M For demonstrating excellent synthesising skills and sharing his new knowledge with the 
class when reading 'Hidden Figures'. Great job Nathaniel. Keep up the good work. 

4W Jay V For being persistent by taking on feedback to improve his learning in class and with his 
home reading journals. 

4S Jibril A For your persistence and creativity when creating a rhyming script. Awesome work! 

4H Ana T 
 

Henry H 

For thinking of others in a moment of fear. 
 

For using a variety of strategies to overcome his fears. 

3M Seif M For showing himself and his class mates respect. Well done Seif.  Keep up the good work. 

3H Giselle A For her positive attitude and always helping others. 

3S Anastasia T For always helping her classmates and having a fantastic attitude at all times. 

2O Havishaa J For consistently striving to complete her work to a high standard. Fantastic effort! 

2N Michael K For his amazing manners, respect for others and helpful attitude! Keep smiling Michael! 

2E Paige F For her excellent thinking skills during our maths sessions, well done Paige! 

1M Celine Z For working hard to learn the friends of 10. Amazing effort Celine! 

1L Aagna S For being a kind and thoughtful friend and a responsible member of 1L. 

1B Elizabeth M For working hard to create a mighty middle for her zoo recount. Fantastic effort Elizabeth! 

Prep B Zac T For beginning to use lowercase letters when writing his name. Keep up the wonderful 
work! 

Prep C Jordyn D For presenting her work to a high standard. I love seeing your beautiful, detailed  
illustrations. Keep it up Jordyn! 

Prep K Monica S For always demonstrating a can-do attitude with a big smile on your face. You are a star! 
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EMOTIONAL NEEDS OF CHILDREN – Part 2 
 
Be Available  
When your children need you, make an effort to stop what you are doing 
and be available. Your time with your little ones is limited and shouldn’t 
be spent in distracted mode. Make a special effort to not be on your 
phone during the time you spend together. 
We often place the emphasis on taking care of a child’s physical needs 
but being emotionally available for a child is just as important. 
 

Make Time 

Over and above being available when you are with your children, it’s 
also important to make time during your busy schedule to spend time 
together. 
Time is limited but it will always be split between the things you prioritize 
most. Other things may fall behind and not get done but time with your 
children is an investment and is a fleeting period you’ll never get back if 
you don’t make the most of it. 
 

Supervise Play 

Children up to the age of preschool need to be supervised by an adult 
during play. Even though older children are able to play cooperatively, 
they still need the presence of an adult nearby or they will feel unsettled. 
This helps them feel safe and secure to continue playing as they know 
there is someone to help if necessary. 
 

Keep Your Promises 

Children learn very quickly whether they can trust an adult or not. It is 
vital to always keep the promises you make to them. 
A positive relationship between parent and child can only be formed on 
mutual trust. This also teaches them to form trusting relationships with 
others throughout their lives. 
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Encourage Sharing of Emotions 

Teach your children to openly share their emotions. Have frequent 
discussions about how they are feeling or how they feel after a particular 
experience, such as a conflict with a friend or losing a pet. 
Teach your children that boys and girls experience the same emotions 
and never discourage an emotion based on gender. 
Introduce fun feelings activities that explore different emotions. 
 

Allow Your Child to Experience All Emotions 

It is also important that your children are allowed to experience the full 
array of emotions – good and bad. You may want to protect them from 
feeling upset or disappointed by sorting out their problems for them or 
intervening too often but this will not benefit them in the long run. 
When your children are independent they must be able to deal with their 
emotions and not let a small disappointment, such as not winning a race 
in school, become a crippling event. 
 
 
Live well and laugh often!  Enjoy the break. 
 

Ali 
Wellbeing Officer 
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 We Eat Together! 

We Eat Together is a free school holiday program where children and young people from culturally 
diverse backgrounds explore the foods of their culture.  

We Eat Together will be facilitated by a Dietitian and a team of Allied Health Professionals. 

The program includes collaborative activities where participants will learn about the history,          
ingredients, preparation, and nutritional value of meals from their respective cultures. 

Participants will also learn about the nutritional importance of traditional meals and receive advice 
on how to make healthy food choices that are culturally relevant.  
 

This program will be run in two groups: 
 

 

Group 1: 5-11 year olds – Tuesday 11th April to Friday 14th April: 9am-12pm. 

Group 2: 12-17 year olds – Monday 17th April to Wednesday 19th April: 9am-2pm 

Where: Irabina Bayswater – 52 Stud Road Bayswater, 3153. 
 
Cost: FREE – this program is fully-funded by VicHealth and completely free! 
 

If you or anyone you know would like to enrol for the We Eat Together program, please visit 

our website https://www.irabina.com/we-eat-together/  or call 03 9720 1118. 

Together we can transform lives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

   

CPR and Adrenaline & Auto-injector session 

 

Tuesday April 11th from 10am – 12pm 

 
For young people aged 14 – 25, with a significant connection to the City of Monash. 

 
Monash Youth Services @ Level 1/ 2 Euneva Avenue, Glen Waverley. 

 
The ability to perform CPR appropriately puts you in the position where you may save someone’s life. 

 Delivered by 
Premium Health, you will receive a certificate of completion at the end of the session. 

 
Limited places available. Register at https://www.trybooking.com/CGZJB 

 
If demand for places is high, additional CPR training sessions will be organised, so if you miss out on a 

place please let us know you’re interested by emailing YRCR@monash.vic.gov.au  
 
 

Monash Youth Services team 
Email: YRC.Reception@monash.vic.gov.au 

Phone: 9518 3900 
http://www.monash.vic.gov.au 
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