
 

KEY DATES 2024 
 
 

 

MARCH 
 

Fri 1st - PFA Welcome Prep BBQ - Prep Families 

Wed 6th - Scienceworks Excursion -  Gr 1/2 

Wed 6th - Prep/Buddies Teddy Bear Picnic 
Thurs 7th - Carwatha Cup - Select Gr 5/6 students 

Fri 8th - Curriculum Day - No students Required 

Mon 11th - Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wed 13th - School Photos 

Wed 13th - Mon 25th - NAPLAN 

Mon 18th - Hamper donations due today 

Wed 20th - Tennis Clinics Finish 

Thurs 21st - Harmony Day!! (Whole School) 

Wed 27th - Raffle Tickets due back 

Thurs 28th - Easter Hat Parade 

Thurs 28th - Last Day of Term 1 

  (2.30pm - students dismissed) 
 

APRIL 
Mon 15th - Term 2 Commences 

Thurs 18th - Summer Interschool Sports - Gr 5&6 

Thurs 25th - ANZAC Day - PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
Fri 26th - CURRICULUM DAY - Students not required 

 

Thursday 29th February 2024         TERM 1 WEEK  5 

Gladeswood Drive, Mulgrave, 3170 p 9795 2477, f 9795 4884 , e  mulgrave.ps@education.vic.gov.au  w www.mulgraveps.vic.edu.au 

DATES AND TIMES TO REMEMBER: 
 

TERM DATES 2024 
Term 1 -  Tues 30th Jan  - Thurs 28th March 

Term 2 -  Mon 15th April - Fri 28th June 

Term 3 -  Mon 15th July - Fri 20th September 

Term 4 -  Mon 7th Oct - Fri 20th December 
 

CURRICULUM DAYS 2024 

Monday 29th January – Admin/Curriculum  

Friday 8th March – Literacy  

Friday 26th April – Numeracy  

Monday 4th Nov – Assessment and Reporting  

 
 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE. DAYS 2024 

Thursday 12th December 2024 
 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2024  
Monday 11th March - Labour Day  

Friday 29th March - Good Friday  

Sunday 31st March - Easter Sunday  

Monday 1st April - Easter Monday  

Thursday 25th April - Anzac Day   

Monday 10th June - King’s Birthday  

Friday 27th Sept -  AFL Grand Final Holiday  

Tuesday 5th November Melbourne Cup  
 

TIMETABLE 

Commence   8.58 Line-up Bell-Music 

   9am 2nd Bell - Roll Marked 

Recess  11.00 -  11.30am 

Lunch   1.40 -  2.30pm 

School Finishes         3.30pm 

Message From The Principal   
 

Prep Family Welcome BBQ 

A reminder that following school on Friday, we will be holding the prep family 

BBQ from 4-5:30pm. This is a great opportunity to meet new families and chat 

with some of the staff and school councillors. 

 

Assembly and Curriculum Day 

Next week we will be running our whole school 

assembly on Thursday March 7th, as Friday March 8th 

is a student free day as staff gather to refresh their 

literacy skills with a particular focus on the teaching of 

reading. We will be presenting our Student Voice Team badges on the day as 

well as our Specialist awards for February. In regard to the curriculum day, 

Camp Australia will be providing an all day program should families need the 

support. 

 

2025 Enrolments 

Changes are coming to the enrolment process for 2025. Under the 

new system, families will be directed to a new online portal 

where they can fill out an application for enrolment digitally, 

and submit documents such as birth and immunisation 

certificates. The new process is being rolled out by the state government in the 

Inner and Outer East and parts of Southern Region. Mulgrave sits on the border 

of these three areas, so all families will be expected to use the new system.  
 

More information will be sent home in the coming weeks, with the system due to 

go live early in Term 2. 
 

In the meantime school tours will be delivered on a fortnightly basis, alternating 

from Tuesdays and Thursdays. New families are encouraged to book in for a 

school tour to find out more about our school and our programs. At MPS, we are 

currently at full capacity and therefore must follow the enrolment restrictions 

provided by the department. This means that we can only take a maximum of 66 

students in Foundation in 2025. In addition, we must follow the priority order of 

placement, which is: 
 

1. Students residing inside the school’s zone 

2. Siblings of students currently enrolled 

3. Students from outside of the school’s zone 

 

We expect to be able to provide support for families in term two when the 

system goes live, but in the meantime, if you know that you have a child starting 

in 2025, please contact Viki Ali at the office so that she can gather some basic 

details. 
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Lost Opportunities 

Lateness and lost opportunities are a big focus for the Department of Education and our school this year, the accumulated 

absence or lateness does add up to significant lost learning time. Consider this:  
 

• A student who is late by half an hour each day misses the equivalent of 16.6 days of learning each year. 

• An 80% attendance rate is the equivalent of missing one day per week or 40 days of lost learning for the school year  

       which could add up to 2 ½ years from Prep – Year 12. 

• 85% attendance equals 30 days of lost learning per year or 2 years from Prep – Year 12. 

• 90% attendance equals 1 day per fortnight or 20 days per year equalling one year of absence from Prep – Year 12. 

• 95% attendance equals 10 days of lost learning and over half a year of lost opportunities from Prep - Year 12. 

 

Research that the Department of Education is leaning on indicates that there is no safe threshold to missing school. They 

determined this using a combination of school enrolment figures, attendance records and NAPLAN results provided by the 

WA Education Department. They studied patterns of over 415,000 primary and high school students over a five-year time 

frame. In all analyses, average academic achievement on NAPLAN tests declined with any absence from school and 

continued to decline as absence rates increased. 

Every day of absence made a difference, and this was particularly true for unauthorised absences. The effect of one day of 

absence was relatively small but added up quickly as more and more days were missed. The effect of missing days 

accumulated over time, so that school absence not only impacted achievement in the year in which the days were missed but 

in future years as well. The message is straightforward and well supported, every day of school that is missed is a lost 

opportunity, please ensure your child is at school every day!  
 

Following on from this, we are  unfortunately seeing far too many students arriving at school late. This is a constant 

disruption to the classroom program and to the school office. I know that we have raised this issue many times in the 

newsletter and last year it got to the point where students who were late repeatedly were being asked to make up the lost time 

during recess or lunch. I do not want to go down that path again, so can I please ask all families to aim to be at school by no 

later than 8:57am, which is when the music begins. This allows all students time to be in their classroom by 9am, ready for 

instruction. 
 

Opening Hours 

I would like to remind families that the school operates between 8:45am and 3:45pm. We request that families do not enter the 

school grounds prior or after these times, unless it is to attend before or after school care or for special events. Previously, we 

had surveyed families around this very topic and the overwhelming response was supportive of this arrangement.  

Teachers are not on yard duty until 8:45am and finish yard duty at 3:45pm so that they can complete other tasks before and 

after these times. As such, we cannot guarantee the safety of students who are entering the school grounds outside of these 

times. We would hate to see an injury occur because a child was left unsupervised. If your child needs to arrive prior to or 

after these times, please enrol them with Camp Australia. 

 

Staff Carpark 

There has been a significant increase in foot traffic through the staff carpark, both before and after school. 

Please be aware that this area is out of bounds and we would ask families to use the pedestrian gates on 

their way in and out of school. There is absolutely no reason for families to be walking through the car 

park between 8:45 and 9:15am and 3:15 and 3:45pm. Families can enter the car park outside of these times 

if they are dropping off and picking up their children from Out of School Care. 

 

Road Safety 

Whilst on road safety I would like make it clear that there are several signs in front of the school that clearly demonstrate that 

U-turns are illegal in front of the school. Unfortunately, we see this ignored daily and it is extremely disappointing that we 

can’t set a good example and consider the safety of all children at peak times. 

In addition, we are regularly seeing cars double parked and letting students out whilst traffic banks up behind them. Double 

parking is very dangerous, as children are moving between cars that may be about to reverse or drive off. We ask that parents 

drive on to Gladeswood Reserve if there is congestion. 

With this in mind, I would also note that there have been a significant number of times where students are clearly not wearing 

seatbelts as a car moves off. We encourage all families to park sensibly and find the time to ensure all children are safe before 

driving.  
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Finally, the Kiss and Go zones in front of the school have clear restrictions. Drivers cannot leave their vehicles to enter the 

school grounds. If you wish to leave your car parked and enter, please park elsewhere. The Kiss and Go zones are 5 minute 

spaces and are designed to relieve congestion, but this falls over if one car is left unattended, as it stops the flow of vehicles. 

You can be fined for leaving your car unattended, so I strongly recommend that you stay with your vehicle at all times, only 

exiting the car to help with seat belts and school bags. 

 

CCTV  

I want to inform our community, as a courtesy, that we have CCTV cameras all around Mulgrave PS. The 

purpose of these cameras is to provide security for our school campus out of school hours. CCTV is a very 

effective deterrent and helps us to ensure we are not subject to vandalism. The footage is kept for a period of 

approximately three weeks and is only accessed if there is an issue. 

 

Teacher-Family Communication 

The school would like to encourage and promote positive and valuable partnerships between home and 

school. As per previous years, the following protocols provide an outline for effective communication 

between teachers and parents. In addition, please find a list of the email addresses of our teaching teams 

below, although it should be noted that the preferred mode of contacting your child’s teacher is via 

Seesaw: 
 

• Please allow 48 hours for an email response to be provided 

• Urgent messages are still to be sent to the office 

• During the day, teachers are teaching, there is limited availability to respond to emails between 8:45am – 4pm. 

• We encourage face to face communication to resolve complex matters 

• Responses will not be provided over the weekend 

• Please be respectful and polite in communication with staff 

• Absences are still to be communicated to the office 

• The nature of flexible working hours means that you may be sending an email at a time of convenience for you, please  

        note, our staff will reply at a time that is convenient and available for them. 
 

Communication about a particular issue may be reflected upon by the whole area team to discuss an appropriate action/

response 

 

Prep B – Lauri Brogden: lauri.brogden@education.vic.gov.au 

Prep K – Jay Khoo: jaykim.khoo@education.vic.gov.au 

Prep N – Erica Newnham: erica.newnham@education.vic.gov.au 

1B – Bernice Li: bernice.li2@education.vic.gov.au 

1M – Sarah Murray: sarah.murray@education.vic.gov.au 

1T – Bridgette Thorne: bridgette.thorne@education.vic.gov.au 

2E – Marika Evans: marika.evans@education.vic.gov.au 

2O – Michelle Ohia: michelle.ohia@education.vic.gov.au  

2P – Beth Pope: bethany.pope@education.vic.gov.au 

3H – Emma Harrison: emma.harrison2@education.vic.gov.au 

3HD – Kate Hattwell & Evana Durack: kate.hattwell@education.vic.gov.au  

            and evana.durack@education.vic.gov.au 

4B – Joanne Bon: joanne.bon@education.vic.gov.au  

4H – Amanda Hickleton: amanda.hickleton@education.vic.gov.au  

4L – Caleb Lazar: caleb.lazar@education.vic.gov.au  

5G – Nathan Giles: nathan.giles@education.vic.gov.au  

5M – Lenore Matthews: Lenore.matthews@education.vic.gov.au  

5MP – Nicole MacPhie: nicole.macphie@education.vic.gov.au 

6CH – Hayley Cutting & Lauren Hay: hayley.cutting@education.vic.gov.au     

            and  lauren.hay@education.vic.gov.au 
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6G – Jordan Geer: jordan.geer@education.vic.gov.au  

6O –Tim O’Neill:  and timothy.ONeill2@education.vic.gov.au  

Performing Arts – Sally Bush: sally.bush@education.vic.gov.au 

Physical Education – John Stokes: john.stokes@education.vic.gov.au 

Spanish – Pilar Caivano: MariadelPilar.Caivano@education.vic.gov.au 

STEM – Stuart McIlwraith: stuart.mcilwraith@education.vic.gov.au  

Tutoring Program – Tracy Turner: tracy.turner@education.vic.gov.au 

Visual Arts – Dani Pejic:  Daniela.Pejic@education.vic.gov.au 

Assistant Principals – Stuart Hattwell and Nicola Weerakoon: stuart.hattwell@education.vic.gov.au and 

Nicola.weerakoon@education.vic.gov.au  

Principal: Charles Spicer: charles.spicer@education.vic.gov.au  

School Email Address: mulgrave.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
 
 

Charles Spicer 
Principal 
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Easter Raffle 2024 
 
Dear MPS Families 
 
We will once again be holding our MPS Easter Raffle and tickets will be sent home 
this week, so keep an eye out. 
 
**We will be asking families to kindly donate items for the hampers which will be  
raffled off during the Easter Hat Parade on the last day of term. 
 
All donations can be left at the office by Monday 18th March.  
There will be a labelled box in the foyer. 
 

We thank you for your support! 

 
 

To celebrate and show support for cultural diversity 
and an inclusive Australia, we are inviting all students 

to wear orange or traditional clothing from  
their culture.  

Students will participate in light activities in their 
classroom on the day. 

mailto:mulgrave.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.mulgraveps.vic.edu.au


 Gladeswood Drive, Mulgrave, 3170 p 9795 2477, f 9795 4884 , e  mulgrave.ps@education.vic.gov.au  w www.mulgraveps.vic.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Calling all basketball enthusiasts!! 
 

Winter Season registration for the Mulgrave Mambas Basketball Club is now open.     

Gather your friends and family and join our awesome club for some fun and exciting 

basketball experiences. 

Registrations close Monday 4th March 2024 so don’t miss out.   

https://www.playhq.com/basketball-victoria/register/78603e  
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Change of Details 
 

Dear Families 
 

To ensure the smooth running of the office/school, it is important for 
the school to have the most up-to-date information in case of an 
emergency. 
 

If you have recently changed your address, telephone number, email or any other  
information, please update the information via the XUNO app or contact the office either 
via email (mulgrave.ps@education.vic.gov.au) or call 9795 2477. 
 

Thank you!! 



 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


