
 

KEY DATES 2024 
 
 

MARCH 
 

Wed 13th - Mon 25th - NAPLAN - Gr 3 & 5 

Mon 18th - Hamper donations due today 

Mon 18th - The Lab Incursion - Gr 4 

Tues 19th - The Lab Incursion - Gr 3 

Wed 20th - Tennis Clinics Finish 

Thurs 21st - Harmony Day!! (Whole School) 

Wed 27th - Raffle Tickets due back 

Thurs 28th - Easter Hat Parade & Raffle Drawn 

Thurs 28th - Last Day of Term 1 

  (2.30pm - students dismissed) 
 

APRIL 
 

Mon 15th - Term 2 Commences 

Thurs 18th - Summer Interschool Sports - Gr 5&6 

Thurs 25th - ANZAC Day - PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
Fri 26th - CURRICULUM DAY (Students not required) 

 

Thursday 14th March 2024         TERM 1 WEEK  7 
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DATES AND TIMES TO REMEMBER: 
 

TERM DATES 2024 
Term 1 -  Tues 30th Jan  - Thurs 28th March 

Term 2 -  Mon 15th April - Fri 28th June 

Term 3 -  Mon 15th July - Fri 20th September 

Term 4 -  Mon 7th Oct - Fri 20th December 
 

CURRICULUM DAYS 2024 

Monday 29th January – Admin/Curriculum  

Friday 8th March – Literacy  

Friday 26th April – Numeracy  

Monday 4th Nov – Assessment and Reporting  

 
 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE. DAYS 2024 

Thursday 12th December 2024 
 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2024  
Monday 11th March - Labour Day  

Friday 29th March - Good Friday  

Sunday 31st March - Easter Sunday  

Monday 1st April - Easter Monday  

Thursday 25th April - Anzac Day   

Monday 10th June - King’s Birthday  

Friday 27th Sept -  AFL Grand Final Holiday  

Tuesday 5th November Melbourne Cup  
 

TIMETABLE 

Commence   8.58 Line-up Bell-Music 

   9am 2nd Bell - Roll Marked 

Recess  11.00 -  11.30am 

Lunch   1.40 -  2.30pm 

School Finishes         3.30pm 

Message From The Principal   
 

Annual General Meeting 
On Tuesday night, MPS held its Annual General Meeting to elect our new School 

Council office bearers and to present the Annual Report. The report has now been 

tabled and endorsed by council and will soon be publicly shared with the school 

community. 
 

Our School Council members for 2024/25 are: 
 

President:  Ed Meszaros 

Vice President:  Monita Santos 

Treasurer:  Alison Battaglia 

Secretary:  Stuart Hattwell 

Community Member:  Amanda Diakomanolis 

Parent Representatives:  Jonathan Heyde, Renuka Joshi, Michelle Verrusio, Saden 

Zahiri 

DE Representatives:  Lenore Matthews, Charles Spicer, Nicola Weerakoon 
 

I would like to thank all of our councillors for volunteering their time to support the 

work of the school. 

 

New Library, Art & STEM Centre 
Following a presentation to school council last Tuesday night by our Principal Design 

Consultants Tectura, council has endorsed the plans for the new building. The new 

structure will replace the existing Block A, otherwise known as the old hall and art 

room. In the coming months, Tectura will guide the school through the tender 

process where a builder will be selected to bring this facility to life. Later in the year 

construction will commence and should take approximately 15-18 months to 

complete.  
 

Once finished, MPS will have a new library that will be accessible from the courtyard, 

along with new and improved art and STEM facilities. This project will provide us 

with a purpose built STEM classroom, complete with a presentation room and green 

screen room that will support our technology programs. In addition, a new car park 

will be constructed with access from Maygrove Way via the reserve. 

 

Parent Contributions 
A reminder that contributions for the 2024 school year can be made via the office. The 

school receives limited funding for the day to day running of the school and parent 

contributions go a long way to supporting us to provide the additional programs and 

resources that we do. In particular, the school is trying to roll out one to one devices 

from Year 3 and up. This is only a small percentage of the parent contributions and it 

is a significant saving on a parent paid 1:1 device scheme, as it is subsidised by the 

school. We need parent support to achieve this and to cover things such as arts, 

STEM, PE and Spanish supplies. In addition, the base allowance for students doesn’t 

include the book pack, which is another significant cost that the school incurs, but we 

refuse to provide nothing more than a pencil and a piece of paper as required. Whilst 

contributions are voluntary we appreciate every contribution made and remind 

parents that instalment plans are available to break up the cost, which is less than $10 

per week. 
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Ramadan – March 11th to April 9th  
Ramadan is observed by Muslims worldwide as a month of fasting, prayer, reflection, and 

community. It is a time for spiritual purification and gratitude. Throughout Ramadan, Muslims 

are encouraged to do good deeds and abstain from sinful acts. Ramadan concludes with the 

celebration of Eid al-Fitr, which culminates in a celebratory feast as families gather to mark the 

end of fasting. Over the remainder of the school term, many of our families will be observing Ramadan and the school is mindful of 

the challenges that young children can face throughout this time. Please advise your child’s teacher if your child requires additional 

support. 

 

NAPLAN 
The school is in the middle of the NAPLAN testing window. A reminder to Year 3 and 5 families that all students need to be at 

school on time, to ensure that testing can get underway without any issues. Being punctual is a mark of respect towards your 

classmates during this busy time. I would also remind families that a good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast before a test is 

essential to good outcomes. Being well rested and full of energy allows the brain to function at its best! 

 

Harmony Day 
Each year in March, Cultural Diversity Week brings together people of all ages, cultural backgrounds and 

experiences to celebrate our diverse multicultural communities. This year, Cultural Diversity Week will run from 

Monday 18 March to Sunday 24 March. The theme, ‘Our shared stories – celebrating together’, encourages 

everyone to recognise and celebrate the wonderful intersections that enrich our culturally diverse community. As 

always, we will mark the week through our Harmony Day celebrations. More information is provided later in the 

newsletter. 

 

Traffic Safety 

A reminder that the Gladeswood Drive ‘Kiss and Go’ parking zone requires parents to stay with their cars at all 

times. We cannot help but notice the amount of times parents ignore the signage around the school, particularly 

stopping in no-standing areas near driveways and the level-crossing. The signs are there to ensure the safety of the 

students in our care and it’s not good enough to simply ignore them by thinking you’ll only be stopped for a minute. 

It obscures the sight lines of pedestrians and drivers alike and puts members of the community at risk. Further, by 

leaving your car parked in the Kiss and Go area, it impedes the flow of traffic and impacts on other families that are 

trying to use the parking zone. If you do need to leave your car, even for a minute, please park in the designated areas around the 

school and Gladeswood Reserve.  

Please note: the school has no control over parking fines, but we do know that council officers patrol from time to time with camera 

in hand.   

 

Easter Hat Parade 
Our annual Easter Hat Parade will take place on Thursday March 28th, commencing at 9:15am on the hardcourts. 

In the event of inclement weather, we will move inside the stadium. We invite all family members to attend and 

support their children for this community event. 

 

End of Term 
A reminder that the last day of term will be Thursday March 28th. Students will be dismissed at 2:30pm on this day. Camp 

Australia is offering Out of School Hours Care on the day. Students must be collected by 2:45pm. 

 

Charles Spicer 
Principal 
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Easter Raffle 2024 
 

Dear MPS Families 
 

Thank you to the families who have returned their raffle tickets so promptly!   
A reminder that a name and contact number should be clearly written on each tick-
et sold. 
Please return all tickets (sold and unsold) together with payment to the school of-
fice by Wednesday 27th March.   
 

** Donations for the hampers are required to be placed in the labelled box in the 
foyer by next Monday 18th March. 
 

We thank you for your support! 

To celebrate and show support for cultural diversity 
and an inclusive Australia, we are inviting all  

students  to wear orange or traditional clothing  
from their culture. 

 

Students will participate in light activities in their  
classroom on the day. 
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Class 

 

Name 

 

Reason 

6CH Isaac Y For sharing his captivating ideas in Writing, and being an all-round great friend. 

6G Carolyn C For making a great start at MPS. You fit right in and we love having you in our class! 

6O Alexander P For working hard and challenging himself during the writing tasks this week. The questions you asked   
allowed you to improve the quality of your writing, Well Done! 

5G Martin L For making an amazing start to Year 5. Your thoughts and insights during class discussions have been   
valuable. Well done! 

5M Mason A For his enthusiastic start to Year 5. I can tell that it is going to be a great year of learning for you Mason. 
Well done! 

5MP Pavlos T For  making an awesome start to Year 5 and your incredible kindness towards your Prep K buddy. 

4H Alicia W For using a growth mindset in each lesson and striving to do her best. Keep it up! 

4L Jane S For focussing on her own learning, while also showing great teamwork skills by helping others when she 
can. 

4B Indi B For carefully planning and writing an interesting holiday recount. 

3HD Alexa K For being an absolute delight in our classroom and for always making such valuable contributions and for 
always helping your classmates! You are a super star!!! 

3H Jordan W For starting the year with an enthusiastic attitude to learning and always helping his peers. 

2O Nikhil D For being an enthusiastic learner and challenging himself in maths. Keep it up, Nikhil! 

2P Luca U For writing amazing similes about our weather walk. Fantastic start to the year, Luca! 

2E Nicholas K For making a positive start to the year and being helpful to both students and teachers. 

1M Alec De S For demonstrating independence and being a "Problem Solving Superhero". Well done Alec! 

1T Valanti P For demonstrating resilience during the transition back to school, and positively engaging in our class   
routines. 

1B Leon K For a fantastic start to Year 1 and showing resilience during class activities when faced with challenges. 
Well done Leon! 

Prep K Kannan T For demonstrating enthusiasm towards his learning by completing all tasks to the best of his abilities. Keep 
it up! Well done! 

Prep N Everly I For her amazing start to school. You are a superstar! 

Prep B Mya F For settling well into school by being a beautiful class helper. You are always willing to help keep our class-
room neat and tidy, whilst encouraging others to do the same. Well done! 
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Class 

 
Name 

 

Reason 

6CH Daniella T 
 

Taranjit S 

For being an absolute legend on camp. 
 

For outstanding participation during our persuasive debates. 

6G Hiya M For being a fantastic person and helping others during math tasks! 

6O Amelia L For being a helpful classmate, offering productive help and suggestions when completing classroom learning  
tasks. 

5G Zephyro H 
 
Andrew K 

For writing an engaging imaginative recount that showcased creative ideas and his use of descriptive language. 
Excellent work! 
For being supportive and kind to others, and demonstrating a positive attitude in all learning areas. Keep being  
awesome! 

5MP Jos P For being a kind, caring and understanding student. Welcome to MPS, we are so happy to have you in 5MP. 

5M Harry P 
 

 
Jade T 

For including figurative language and detailed feelings and emotions in both his Bushfire Imaginative Recount 
and his narratives. Your writing keeps improving every day. Keep up the great work Harry! I am super proud of 
you. 

For following the TRUST process to improve her Reading comprehension, for working diligently to complete her 
Bushfire Imaginative recount and her narratives in a timely manner, and for our wonderful new Year 5 notice-
board. What an amazing start to Year 5 you have had Jade. Keep up the great work! 

4H Erik K For demonstrating his inquisitive nature each lesson, showing he is keen to learn. Keep it up, Erik! 

4L Eva L 
 
 

Amelia W 

Being incredibly engaged in your learning, always being curious and asking great questions. Well done Eva! Keep 
up the great work! 

Always displaying the schools and 4L's value of listening. Well done on always letting your actions do the talking 
Amelia and leading by example. Keep being an absolute star! 

4B Michelle C For making clever inferences when reading our mentor text, 'Dear Mrs LaRue'. 

4B Seif M For working carefully on his response to our mentor text, 'Dear Mrs LaRue'. 

3HD Melina R For being such a wonderful addition to Mulgrave Primary! You are such a delight to teach and we are so proud at 
how hard you have been working and how kind and helpful you are! Keep up the amazing work! 

3H Sonia W 
 

Abbey FP 

For being an outstanding member of 3H and a role model to her peers. 
 

For always being kind to others in the classroom and having a great attitude to learning! 

2O Sienna S For being a kind, caring and helpful class member, she always comes  in with a big smile on her face! Keep it up 
Sienna! 

2P Amelia K For being an amazing person! She is always so helpful and kind to her peers and teachers. You're a superstar! 

2E Leviticus V For being helpful to teachers and students, well done Leviticus! 

1M William P 
 

Marvel M 

For being a helpful volunteer in the lightning room during our excursion to Scienceworks. You're a superstar! 
 

For enthusiastically engaging with all of the exhibits at Scienceworks. Awesome work Marvel! 

1T Nyah J For consistently being a motivated learner in the classroom. Your 'Place Value Think Board' was an excellent 
demonstration of how your hard work and dedication creates successful outcomes. Congratulations! 

1B Jeremiah T 
  
Harlow N 

For demonstrating great teamwork skills by helping those around him and always being so helpful in the class-
room. You're a superstar Jeremiah! 
For her amazing contributions to our class discussions about making connections to texts. Fantastic work Harlow! 

Prep K Alexis A For demonstrating kindness and being a friend to others. You are a star! 

Prep N Benson L For being a fantastic classroom helper, making sure that he put everything in its proper place. Well done! 

Prep B Louis B For walking into class each morning with a beaming smile on his face and always has a positive attitude towards 
his learning. Keep it up! 
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 Junior Middle Senior 

PE William P - 1M 
 
For always giving fantastic effort and 
for treating his classmates with   
respect at all times. 

  

Alexander J - 3H 
 
For demonstrating consistently good 
listening skills, great sportsmanship 
and always putting in his best effort. 

James B - 5M 
 
For his willingness to give things a 
go, cheer for others and keep up a 
high competing level. 

Performing 
Arts 

Ashton K - Prep K 
 
For your wonderful start to          
performing arts class at Mulgrave 
Primary School. You always put in a 
huge effort, from your contributions 
to class discussions, to your         
enthusiastic singing and dancing. 
Keep up the fantastic work! 

Patrick L - 3HD 
 
For displaying exemplary leadership 
skills through your contribution to 
class discussions, your interest in 
the topic and your beautiful       
manners. Keep up the amazing 
work. 

Devmi U - 6CH 
 
For her interest in the Music in 
Movies unit, her contributions to 
class discussions and her ability to 
correctly identify the many     
different Harry Potter music 
themes. 
  

Science Bowen S - 2P 
  
For her diligent work as we have 
been learning about weather. You 
have shown great effort in your 
work, as well as always being willing 
to assist others in class who need it. 
Excellent work Bowen. 

Dara S - 4L 
  
For her excellent work as we have 
worked on our digital skills during 
the start of this term, demonstrating 
her growing skills and abilities with 
technology. Awesome work Dara. 

Henry H - 5MP 
  
For demonstrating his high level of 
technical skills during our digital 
technology work, as well as    
showing a solid understanding of 
the basics of the States of Matter. 
Amazing effort with everything 
Henry. 

Spanish Kannan T - PK 
  
For confidently saying the new 
words and phrases. You are setting a 
great example with your positive 
attitude towards learning the    
different greetings in Spanish. Keep 
up the amazing work! 
  

Zarish A - 3HD 
  
For successfully showing your     
language skills  when writing your 
opinions about sports in Spanish. 
Your great attitude to learn and say 
new phrases sets a great example 
for our language class! 

Avin W - 6CH 
  
For showing a positive attitude 
towards learning new words and 
phrases. You have showed great 
commitment to expanding your 
vocabulary and mastering new 
phrases. Keep up the good work! 
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