
 

KEY DATES 2026 
 
 

 

 

August 
 

Thurs 13th - Space Expo - Gr 5 & 6 

Thurs 13th - Flying Bookworm Incursion - Prep 

Mon 17th - Hoop Time - Select Students 

22nd-28th - Book Week Commences - see inside 

Fri 21st - Book Fair Student Preview  
Mon 24th-Tues 25th - Book Fair Sales - 3.15pm-4.15pm 

Mon 24th - Book Character Dress Up Day 

Mon 24th - Book Week Parade - 9.15am 

Tues 25th - Author Visit - Whole School 

Thurs 27th - VSSS Mass Choir & Dance Rehearsal 

Thurs 27th - District Athletics - Gr 5 & 6 
Fri 28th - VSSS Mass Choir & Dance Dress Rehearsal 

29th - VSSS Mass Choir & Dance Show at Rod Laver 
 

September 
 

Tues 1st  - Kids in Space Showcase - Select Students 

Thurs 3rd - Father’s Day Stall & Breakfast 

Fri 4th - CURRICULUM DAY - No Students Required 
Wed 9th - The School of Play - Wellbeing - Gr 5 & 6 
Wed 9th - Dress in GREEN DAY - Gold Coin Donation 

Fri 18th - LAST DAY OF TERM 3 - 2.30pm Dismissal 

  Thursday 13th August 2026            TERM 3 WEEK 5 
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DATES AND TIMES TO REMEMBER: 
 

TERM DATES 2026 
Term 1 - Tues 27th Jan - Thur 2nd April 

Term 2 - Mon 20th April - Fri 26th June 

Term 3 - Mon 13th July  - Fri 18th Sept 

Term 4 - Mon 5th Oct - Fri 18th Dec 
 

CURRICULUM DAYS 2026 

Tuesday 27th January 

Friday 5th June 

Friday 4th September  

Monday 2nd November 
 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAYS 2026 
Tuesday 15th December (TBC) 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2026  
Monday 9th March - Labour Day 

Friday 3rd April  - Good Friday 

Sunday 5th April - Easter Sunday 

Saturday 25th April - Anzac Day 

Monday 8th June - King’s Birthday 

Friday 25th September - AFL Grand Final  

Tuesday 3rd November Melbourne Cup  
 

TIMETABLE 

Commence   8.58 Line-up Bell-Music 

   9am 2nd Bell - Roll Marked 

Recess  11.00 -  11.30am 

Lunch   1.40 -  2.30pm 

School Finishes         3.30pm 

 

Message From The Principal   
 
 

2027 Prep Offers 
Families would have received their offer for a prep place in 2027 last Monday. I 

would ask all families to check their communications and emails and to let us know 

that you are accepting the offer as soon as possible. Soon, those that have accepted 

the offer will receive an introduction email outlining the next steps and also 

information regarding the Step Into Prep transition program next term. If you have 

any questions regarding placements or you have not yet applied to enrol, please 

contact the office for more information. 
 

POSSIBLE Industrial Action – Wednesday 19th August 
As communicated in last week’s Bulletin, there is another teacher stop-work day 

scheduled for next Wednesday 19th August. 

The Department of Education has this week presented a revised Enterprise 

Bargaining Agreement (EBA) offer which is currently being considered by the unions 

and individual bargaining representatives. 

The revised offer is currently with Australian Education Union (AEU) members for 

consideration by 10am on Monday 17th August, and should the EBA offer be 

accepted, the industrial action currently proposed by the AEU will not proceed. 

At this stage, therefore, we are unable to confirm whether stop-work action will 

take place next Wednesday. I will provide the school community with an update as 

early as possible once the outcome of the AEU member vote is known. 

I appreciate your flexibility and support as this process continues and recognise the 

importance of providing families with as much notice as possible regarding any 

impact on normal school operations. 
 

Reading Strategies 
In the last newsletter, I spoke about the importance of reading at home. This fortnight 

our school council has suggested we provide some ideas that parents can use when 

reading at home with your children. The first link below is from the Victorian 

Academy of Teaching and Leadership (a kind of post grad Uni for educators). It 

provides an excellent overview of phonics and provides some great strategies to use 

at home, along with some additional links if you are looking for a little more. 

https://www.academy.vic.gov.au/resources/understanding-phonics 

The second link explores the “Big 6” of oral language, phonological awareness, 

phonics, vocabulary, fluency and comprehension. By clicking on one of the big 6 tabs, 

it takes you to a page that provides a range of strategies. For example, under 

vocabulary, one strategy is to get your children to become ‘word detectives’ when out 

and about. Notice new and interesting words on street signs, at the zoo or museum, 

on menus or on pamphlets and have a conversation with your child, or introduce 

them to a dictionary. 

https://www.literacyhub.edu.au/for-families/the-big-six-of-literacy-a-guide-for-

families/ 

In any event, the best thing you can do is to provide your child 

with positive reinforcement of the benefits of reading. Create 

opportunities for children to read, be that as a bedtime story or 

some quiet time without a screen. So long as your child can have 

the chance to read or be read to, the upside is better life outcomes. 
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Principals’ Day 
Last Friday was a chance to celebrate Principals’ Day. In a role that continues to evolve, principals are often asked to manage trauma, 

grief, significant events and external influences. I have so much respect for my colleagues in our system. The job is incredibly 

rewarding but also can find you managing complexity and challenges, indeed the role of schools has changed and continues to 

evolve. As well as being places of academic learning, schools are now pivotal in supporting student health and wellbeing and 

fostering social connection. Parents and carers look to schools for support as they raise children and adolescents in our complex 

world.  

I am deeply appreciative that I get to work with our school community, to see our students, staff and families have trust in our 

school and to support what we are looking to achieve. Mrs. Weerakoon, Mr. Hattwell and I were chuffed to receive the well wishes 

of our students and the kind words offered by our students during the assembly. Please accept out thanks for your kindness and 

support. 

Parent Opinion Survey 
Our school is conducting the annual Parent / Carer Opinion Survey offered by the Department of Education and is seeking your 

feedback. The survey is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, student 

behavior, and student engagement. The survey will be sent to a randomly selected group of parents and is optional, but we 

encourage and appreciate your participation. 

Our school will use the survey results to assist in identifying areas for improvement and professional development needs in the 

school, to target school planning and improvement strategies. The Parent / Carer Opinion Survey will be open online from Monday 

17th August to Friday 18th September 2026. 

 

Book  Week 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How good is Book Week?! We have such a fun week planned to celebrate the importance of literature in our lives. Take a look at 

what the week entails:  
 

 The Book Fair will run from Friday August 21st to Tuesday 25th. 

 Monday 24th August – Dress up to celebrate Book Week with our special ‘Book Week Parade on Monday morning, the 2026 

theme for book week is a ‘Symphony of Stories’. 

 Tuesday 25th  August – Prep to Year 6 Author visit - Vikki Conley. 

 

Bullying Prevention Week 
Next week is Bullying No Way Week. The week, running from Monday 17th to Friday 21st August 2026, is a chance to take further 

action to make our schools safer for all students. 

The theme for the week is ‘Small Acts, Big Impact’. It is a reminder that meaningful change often comes through small, deliberate 

actions. Schools know better than most that in every part of life, a small act of kindness can go a long way; even something as simple 

as a welcoming smile can make a big difference in a student’s day. This is the culture we are all driven to foster. A culture that is safe, 

welcoming, inclusive and supportive. A culture that does not tolerate bullying in any form.  

 
 

Charles Spicer 
  Principal 
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MPS Trivia Night! 
 
 

What a great night and success the MPS Trivia Night was! 
 

Eight tables were competing against each other during 5 rounds of hilariously gruelling trivia 
questions.   
Some of the games parents enjoyed were the Paper Aeroplane Challenge, Heads and Tails, 
Toss the ring onto the bottle to win a bottle and points for the table.  Many laughs were had! 
 

Congratulations to Janet’s winning team. Well done! 
 

We would like to thank everyone who supported the Trivia Night.   
We would also like to say a huge thank you to Ed and Lucy for volunteering their time to host 
and present the excellent questions on the night. 
 
PFA Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raffle tickets are still on sale!! 
 

Ticket orders close tomorrow Friday 14 August at 3pm 
 
Tickets start at $5 for a single ticket. The more tickets you buy the cheaper they are. Please 
scan the QR code below to get your tickets. 
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Class 

 
 
 
Name 

 
 
 
Category 

 
 
 

Reason 

6M Elsie H 
  
  
Keegan M 

Motivation 
  
  
Motivation 

For being an outstanding team player throughout our Kids in Space project. You worked brilliantly with your 
group, ensuring your project is scientifically accurate and follows the design process. Elsie, I can picture you 
as a future space scientist! Keep being fabulous! 
For remaining focused and working hard to complete his Kids in Space project. Keegan, I am especially proud 
of how you went above and beyond to extend your explanation report to make a very detailed cyclical flow 
chart!! Continue to keep up the great work! 

6HD Ian J 
 
 Moriah G 

Literacy 
 
Motivation 

For completing his narrative writing plan and his character elements. Ian stayed focused and was really  
engaged with his story, producing some excellent work. 
For being such a caring and responsible student and trying her hardest in whatever she does. Well done  
Moriah. You are a star! 

6G Anders L 
 
Oliver M 

Motivation 
 
Motivation 

For being a wonderful student that tries his best, is kind and considerate and consistently makes good  
choices. Well done Anders! 
For working hard and making meaningful contributions to the Kids in Space Project. Keep staying focused and 
working hard! 

5CD Angel B 
Andrei A 

Motivation 
Literacy 

For working really hard in her Kids in Space project and putting in lots of effort into her research. 
For using great vocabulary and thinking deeper about his characters motivations during our narrative unit. 

5K Moksh S 
Elita E 

Motivation 
Numeracy 

For showing strong leadership skills during the Kids in Space project. 
For scoring highly on her Automatic Response. 

3/4 JH Bridie D Numeracy For showing confidence and enthusiasm during our maths sessions this week. Great work applying the  
multiplication strategies we have explored. Keep up the awesome work! 

3/4 W Mary A 
 Thomas G 

Literacy 
Literacy 

For her interesting ideas when planning for her imaginary recount and her eagerness to seek feedback. 
For his improvement in his focus and effort when writing and editing his imaginary recount. 

3/4K Ian H 
William P 

Literacy 
Literacy 

For consistently making a great effort to record a variety of reading entries in your homework task. Well done! 
For consistently working hard on your home reading task and taking on feedback to improve. Well done! 

3/4 M Michael L 
 
Charlotte H 

Literacy 
 
 Literacy 

For writing an excellent imaginative recount of a snow leopard getting caught in a storm. Fantastic work  
Michael! 
For working hard to make inferences while reading. We appreciate your thoughtful contributions to class  
discussions. 

3/4 G Isla G Numeracy For her excellent attitude and working out when solving multiplication problems. It has been great to see you 
have success and trying new strategies. Keep up the great work! 

2TR Jimmy M 
Kannan T 

Numeracy 
Numeracy 

For persisting and extending his learning with renaming in subtraction. 
For extending his learning and solving complex problems in subtraction. 

2NP Mya F 
 
Maverick G 

Motivation 
 
Numeracy 

For always trying her best in everything she does and demonstrating lovely manners. Mya, you're a wonderful  
example for your peers. 
For being willing to share his thinking with the class. You always have a positive attitude to learning, keep it up  
Maverick! 

2H Maya D 
 
Ayesha K 

Numeracy 
 
Numeracy 

For always taking on challenges in her learning and supporting other students in their learning too. Amazing 
work! 
For her incredible effort and persistence in developing her maths skills through regular practice at school and 
at home. Well Done! 

1BL Ahmed A Literacy For showing great improvement with his phonics and reading. Keep up the great work! 

1K Leon G Numeracy For trying so hard in Maths during our lessons on subtraction. Well done! 

1E Harper G Literacy For her excellent effort when sounding out difficult words, well done Harper! 

Prep L Ryan L 
Jaden S 

Motivation 
Literacy 

For being a kind and helpful student who always helps out others in need. 
For your amazing progress when writing unfamiliar words using your letter-sound knowledge. 

Prep B Anastasia P 
 
Soorya P 

Literacy 
 
Motivation 

For trying your best to sound out and write unfamiliar words using your sound-letter knowledge during Phonics 
and Writing. Keep shining! 
For your wonderful progress in starting learning tasks independently. Keep up the great work! 
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Focus: 

 
Junior 

 
Middle 

 
Senior 

Art Evaan L - 2H 
 
For effectively using the art  
elements explored as a class to 
produce a well-designed and 
visually engaging billboard. 

Jordan Z - 3/4K 
 
For demonstrating excellent skill in 
basic clay construction and the 
exploration of three-dimensional 
form. 

Charlotte P -  6HD 
 
For developing greater focus 
in Art and approaching  
portrait drawing with care, 
concentration and  
Persistence. 

PE Austin M - 1BL 
  

For showing excellent  

improvement in P.E. by  

listening carefully, staying  

focused, and working  

cooperatively with others to 

develop his teamwork skills. 

  

  

Marvel M -  3/4M 
  

For consistently demonstrating 

dedication and effort in P.E. while 

showing kindness,  

encouragement, and support  

towards her peers. 
  

Harry G - 6G 
  

For demonstrating a strong 

growth mindset in P.E.,  

showing perseverance,  

improved communication, 

and greater patience when 

learning new skills. 
  

Performing 
Arts 

Zoe P - Prep L 
  
For your enthusiastic approach 
to every task in performing arts 
class. It's great to see you  
joining in with class discussions 
and giving everything your best 
effort. 

Callum T - 3/4JH 
  
For your enthusiastic approach to 
learning the recorder and sharing 
your music theory knowledge with 
the rest of the class. Keep up the 
excellent work! 

Indigo T - 6G 
  
For your enthusiastic  
approach to performing arts 
class, applying your best 
effort for each activity. Also, 
for helping in all the little 
ways you do, without ever 
being asked. 

Science Harrison S - 1BL 
  
For your hard work and  
participation in all our activities 
and learning. You have done an 
excellent job as we have  
started looking at Earth and 
Space this term. Excellent work 
Harrison. 

Jordan Z - 3/4K 
  
Showing great effort and  
enthusiasm during STEM and your 
work this term as we have been 
learning about the water cycle. 
Well done Jordan. 

Giada R - 6M 
  
For your effort and work  
during STEM, always being a 
happy participant in class. I 
have been especially  
impressed with your work 
alongside your group, during 
the Kids in Space program. 
Awesome work Giada. 
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AUGUST 24TH & AUGUST 25TH  

MULGRAVE PRIMARY SCHOOL  
LIBRARY/PRESENTATION SPACE 

OPENING TIMES:  
3:15PM – 4:15PM 

We accept both cash and EFTPOS. 

Come along, browse the 
books and enjoy the Fair! 

Every dollar counts as resources for our school. 
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Dear MPS families, 
 

We are thrilled to be hosting our MPS Art Show once again which will take place on 
Wednesday, October 14, 2026, from 5:00 pm to 7:30 pm. We warmly invite all families and 
friends in the MPS community to join us in celebrating the incredible artwork our students 
have created throughout the year. 
 

The Art Show is not only a wonderful opportunity to appreciate our students' creativity and 
talent, but it is also one of our major fundraising events for the year. In addition to the art 
exhibition, we have a variety of exciting stalls and activities planned for the evening. 
 

One of the highlights of the evening will be our Class Canvas Silent Auction. Each grade has 
collaborated to create a unique piece of artwork and you'll have the opportunity to bid on 
18 different class canvases during the event. This is a fantastic chance to own a  
one-of-a-kind artwork while supporting our school. 
 

We can't wait to welcome you! Please SAVE THE DATE and join us for a memorable evening 
of art, creativity and community. 
 

Warm regards, 
 

Daniela Pejic (Visual Art Teacher)  
& the Staff Art Show Committee 
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