
 

KEY DATES 2026 
 
 

 

 

August 
 

Thurs 27th - VSSS Mass Choir & Dance Rehearsal 

Thurs 27th - District Athletics - Gr 5 & 6 
Fri 28th - VSSS Mass Choir & Dance Dress Rehearsal 

29th - VSSS Mass Choir & Dance Show at Rod Laver 
 

September 
 

Tues 1st  - Kids in Space Showcase - Select Students 

Thurs 3rd - Father’s Day Stall & Breakfast 

Fri 4th - CURRICULUM DAY - No Students Required 
Wed 9th - The School of Play - Wellbeing - Gr 5 & 6 
Wed 9th - Dress in GREEN DAY - Gold Coin Donation 

Fri 18th - Footy Dress Up Day - Team colours! 

Fri 18th - LAST DAY OF TERM 3 - 2.30pm Dismissal 
 

October 
Mon 5th - TERM 4 COMMENCES 

Thurs 8th - World of Maths Incursion - Grades P-4 

Fri 9th - World of Maths Incursion - Grades 5 & 6 

 

Father’s Day Stall and Breakfast 
Thursday 4th September 

 

Pre Order breakfast via Qkr! only 
Orders close 1pm on Monday 31st August 

  Thursday 27th August 2026            TERM 3 WEEK 7 
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DATES AND TIMES TO REMEMBER: 
 

TERM DATES 2026 
Term 1 - Tues 27th Jan - Thur 2nd April 

Term 2 - Mon 20th April - Fri 26th June 

Term 3 - Mon 13th July  - Fri 18th Sept 

Term 4 - Mon 5th Oct - Fri 18th Dec 
 

CURRICULUM DAYS 2026 

Tuesday 27th January 

Friday 5th June 

Friday 4th September  

Monday 2nd November 
 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAYS 2026 
Tuesday 15th December (TBC) 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2026  
Monday 9th March - Labour Day 

Friday 3rd April  - Good Friday 

Sunday 5th April - Easter Sunday 

Saturday 25th April - Anzac Day 

Monday 8th June - King’s Birthday 

Friday 25th September - AFL Grand Final  

Tuesday 3rd November Melbourne Cup  
 

TIMETABLE 

Commence   8.58 Line-up Bell-Music 

   9am 2nd Bell - Roll Marked 

Recess  11.00 -  11.30am 

Lunch   1.40 -  2.30pm 

School Finishes         3.30pm 

 

Message From The Principal   
 

Book Week 
Book Week has been a lot of fun so far and it all began on 

Monday with our book character parade. Our students really 

got into the spirit of things and looked amazing, with such a 

huge variety of characters. Book Week is all about celebrating 

reading and throughout the week our students have had 

many opportunities to do so, including visiting the Book Fair, 

our visit from author Vikki Conley and the various literature 

activities that each class has had the opportunity to participate 

in. It has been wonderful to see the enjoyment and excitement 

of our students as they have embraced the week. A reminder 

though, reading is critical to ensure good life outcomes. That’s 

why we ask that our students read every night as part of their 

homework, but also hopefully enjoyment. The difference between reading daily 

and not at all is estimated to be around 4 million words per year for primary 

school students. That matters. It is one of the reasons we are one of the few 

schools these days with a committed library space. We were determined to make 

the library the centre of the school and I’m sure you’ll agree that what we have 

been able to build is a first-class facility that supports that ethos. Finally, we 

encourage all of our families to make time for reading, be that parents reading a 

bedtime story or children finding peace and quiet whilst curled up with a good 

book. It’s worth it. 
 

School Enrolments 2027 
Offers for enrolments at MPS went out a couple of weeks ago and we encourage 

parents who have not yet confirmed to do so as soon as possible, so that we may 

be able to begin planning for next year. If you know of families who are 

considering a move to MPS in 2027, please ask them to contact the school and 

arrange a visit, as for the first time in a long time, we no longer have restrictions 

on our enrolments, in part to the expanded capacity of the school thanks to the 

new Library and STEM Centre. 

 

New Automatic Gate 

By now parents will have noticed that the new automatic gate to the staff carpark 

is operational. There have been a few hold ups along the way, however it should 

be right to go from here on in. School Council has opted to install the gate to 

improve student safety at drop off and pick up times in particular, and to secure 

the school from unwanted vehicles at other times. The gate will open for before 

school care in the morning and automatically close at 8:30am each morning 

before re-opening around 9:30am. The gate will again close at 2:30pm before re-

opening at 3:45pm. This will allow parents at before and after school care to 

continue to have access to the car park, but will prevent students from walking 

through at peak times. The gates will also be closed overnight and on Saturdays. 

The gate will be open on Sundays for the Farmers Market and close at 

4pm.   Staff are able to open the gate at other times should it be necessary. 
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School is dismissed at 3:30pm and we ask that your children are collected by 3:40pm, at which time we will begin to close 

gates around the school. If you cannot pick up your child/ren by this time, please make arrangements with Camp Australia 

for their care. 
 

VSSS 
This week many of our students will be participating in the Victorian State School Spectacular at John Cain Arena. Students 

have been hard at work rehearsing for the big show and will have their final dress rehearsals today and tomorrow. On 

Saturday, students participating need to be at MPS by 9:45am for a 10am bus departure. The bus will not be waiting if a 

student is late, so please make sure your child is on time. We hope all of our VSSS students have a fantastic show and look 

forward to hearing about their successes next week. I would also like to take the opportunity to thank Mrs Bush, Mrs 

Newnham, Miss Harrison and Miss Wright for all of their hard work, not to mention giving up significant time to bring the 

performances to life. 
 

Toilet Etiquette 
Parents, we need your help. Despite our best efforts, our toilets are not being used appropriately. Time and time again, 

students are deliberately placing items in toilets that don’t belong there. This week we had a tennis ball, last week an apple, 

and so on and so on. Students are also not using the toilets properly or are not managing to clean themselves properly. It is 

essential that primary school children are toilet trained. This includes knowing how to sit on a toilet and keeping the facilities 

tidy for the comfort of others. Another important factor is the waste of toilet paper and the cleaner’s time in having to sort out 

the additional mess. I would ask parents to have a chat with their child/ren to make sure they are doing the right thing at 

school. We understand that from time to time, accidents happen, but unfortunately what we are seeing is disrespect for the 

school. Hopefully we can see an improvement in the coming days and weeks. 
 

Parent Opinion Survey 
Our school is conducting the annual Parent / Carer Opinion Survey offered by the Department of Education and is seeking 

your feedback. The survey is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, 

student behaviour, and student engagement. The survey is optional, but we encourage and appreciate your participation. 

Last year we only had 7 families complete the survey. Whilst we regard that as a sign of overall satisfaction and are grateful, it 

doesn’t really give us much to go on in terms of where to next from a parent perspective. As such, we would greatly 

appreciate a strong parent response this year. 

Our school will use the survey results to assist in identifying areas for improvement and professional development needs in 

the school, to target school planning and improvement strategies. 

The Parent / Carer Opinion Survey will be open online from Monday 17th August to Friday 18th September 2026. 

All families are invited to participate, please refer to the XUNO post from Tuesday 18th August.  If you require the 

information again, please email the office at mulgrave.ps@education.vic.gov.au . 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time on 

desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. 

The online survey will be available in English and 10 other languages including Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, Japanese, 

Punjabi, Simplified Chinese, Somali, Turkish, and Vietnamese. Resources are also available in additional languages to assist 

parents / carers who speak a language other than English at home. Please reach out to the school directly for survey guides in 

your language. Please speak to our office staff if you would like more information. 
 

2027 Parent Requests and Grades 
It’s that time of the year where we extend the offer to parents to put in any requests they might like for 2027. Attached to this 

newsletter is the 2027 Parent Request form. I would ask that if you would like to make a request, that the form be completed 

and emailed to me by Friday September 18th at 4pm. Please be aware that whilst we make every effort to meet as many 

requests as possible, sometimes competing requests make it impossible to meet them all. As most families would recall, we 

will announce our 2027 grades approximately 3 weeks prior to the end of the school year. During this time, students will 

participate in a transition process to settle into their new classes. We have found that this has been an excellent model and that 

children settle very well if given the opportunity. 
 

What factors do we consider when we make grades? 

When we make grades we consider things like: Academic capabilities / friendships / students behaviour. We want to ensure 

that grades have an even spread of boys and girls. 
 

Every year, we start by asking students to identify at least three ‘friends’ they might like to have in their grade for the next 

year. When we say ‘friend’, we mean someone who they would work with well, not always their best friend.   Students have 

ample time and opportunity to be with their best friend, outside of school hours. Importantly we don’t guarantee these ‘three’ 

requests, where possible they will get at least one of their ‘friend’ requests.   
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Sometimes not getting requests upsets students and their families. Invariably however, we find that students meet new 

friends (in their new grade) that they wouldn’t have met if we hadn’t encouraged mixing the grades, across their years at 

school. So this is a deliberate strategy that supports students building their friendship groups across the years. It is important 

to note that often, the list of three friends can change completely by the time the grades are finalised and students will claim 

they don’t have any friends, when in fact they have students that they had requested. As I have said previously, primary 

school is about learning to make new friends! 

 

Who makes the grades? 

• Classroom Teaching Staff and Specialist Teachers all contribute to making the grades. We create a spreadsheet that 

helps us manage all the data we input, including wellbeing, academic and behaviour; as well as previous parent 

requests (which are not guaranteed for the following years and must be requested each year). 

 

The Principal Class decide on the final grades. As a rule, we never make changes after the grades have been made. So please 

email me your request by Friday September 18th   via charles.spicer@education.vic.gov.au. 

 

Can parents choose teachers? 

• The short answer is, no. 

 

What can parents request? 

• That their child might not be with another student as there may have been a past incident or negative history. This will 

be discussed with the Principal Team and considered on a case by case basis. Depending on the reasons and ease of 

accommodation, may or may not be approved. 

• They can notify the school of any additional academic needs your child may have that require the school to explore 

additional support structures. 

 

VPA Conference 
I will be attending the Victorian Principal’s Association (VPA) Annual Conference in Geelong on Wednesday 3rd to 5th of 

September. The theme for this 3-day event is, Leading with Connection & Purpose. These conferences present principals with 

a fantastic opportunity to learn and share new concepts that will help drive whole school improvement.  

 

Father’s Day Breakfast and Stall - Thursday September 3rd 

Father’s Day is just over a week away so we would like to invite all fathers to a special breakfast in their honour. 

The PFA will be putting on a spread from 8am and we hope to see as many dad’s as possible on the day.  Pre 

orders taken via the Qkr app only. Orders close Monday 31st August. We will also be running our annual 

Father’s Day stall later in the day. There will be lots of gifts available for dad, so boys and girls should have a think 

about what dad would really like this Father’s day. I would also like to thank and acknowledge the PFA for 

organising both the breakfast and the stall. 

 

Pupil Free Curriculum Day – Friday 4th September 

The school will be closed on Friday next week as staff undertake professional learning off site. Our focus will be on Wellbeing, 

with a particular focus on building relationships to enable collaboration and improve student outcomes. 

 

Art Show 
A reminder to save the date for the 2026 Art Show, which will be held on  Wednesday, October 14, 2026, 

from 5:00 pm to 7:30 pm. 

 

 

Charles Spicer 
  Principal 
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Class 

 

 

Name 

 

 

Category 

 

 

Reason 

6M Eva L 
  
  
 Jeswyn S 

Motivation 
  
  

 Motivation 

For being a committed student who always tries her best in every area of school - in the classroom, in 
the playground and in your role as School Captain. Eva, you are thoughtful, kind and a wonderful role 
model to everyone around you. Keep being you, because you bring so much joy to those around you! 
For making positive choices and working hard in all your subject areas. Jeswyn, when you put your mind 
to something you can achieve great things! I love seeing you make an effort to stay focused and not be 
distracted by others around you. Keep up the fantastic work! 

6HD Anastasia T Literacy For working hard in her narrative writing hook and orientation. Anastasia is such a hardworking and kind 
student. We think you are a star! Keep up the great work! 

6G Alicia W 
  
Aleseia R 

Motivation 
  

Motivation 

For being a motivated learner that always tries her best. You worked so hard throughout the Kids in 
Space Project and should be so proud of what you accomplished! 
For demonstrating a great work ethic and for making more frequent contributions to class discussions. 
Keep working hard and staying engaged! 

5CD Alexandra P 
Melina R 

Literacy 
Literacy 

For thinking deeply about our mentor text and making incredible text connections 
For thinking deeply about our mentor text and making incredible text connections 

5K Anthony B Literacy For his excellent dedication to his Reading and Writing. 

3/4 JH Cleo F Motivation For consistently showing enthusiasm, determination and a positive attitude towards learning. It is great 
to see you always working hard and striving to do your very best. 

3/4 W Cooper T 
  
Angelo M 

Motivation 
  

Literacy 

For always being motivated to learn by being an active participant in class discussions and bringing 
enthusiasm to the classroom. 
For his fantastic effort in his reading responses when inferring the mood of short films. 

3/4K Shanzeh K 
Stacey P 

Literacy 
Literacy 

For making a great effort at editing your imaginative recount. Well done! 
For utilising a variety of figurative language in your imaginative recount. Well done! 

3/4 M Harlow N 
 
Alex K 

Motivation 
 

Literacy 

For being an excellent leader in 3/4M, taking the initiative to help others and upholding classroom  
expectations. 
For working hard to include different literary devices in his narrative writing. Keep up the great work! 

3/4 G Jake L Literacy For his detailed and descriptive imaginative recount. It was fantastic to see your ideas come together 
using 'Show Don't Tell'. Keep up the amazing work, Jake! 

2TR Cecilia P 
Nefeli H 

Motivation 
Numeracy 

Working hard to demonstrate our classroom expectations by listening and showing kindness. 
Persisting in Numeracy to develop her understanding of division and sharing – great job Nef! 

2NP Noah C 
Sophia S 

Numeracy 
Numeracy 

For making great improvements in his understanding of multiplication. Amazing effort Noah! 
For working hard to develop her understanding of multiplication. You're a superstar Fia! 

2H Maleya B Motivation For always representing the MPS values in and outside of the classroom and encouraging others to do 
the same. Keep it up! 

1BL Abhay H Literacy For showing great improvement with his phonics and bringing great energy to our classroom  
discussions. 

1K Ayana V Literacy For trying so hard with your persuasive writing piece. Keep up the great work! 

1E Mia L 
Aiden R 

Motivation 
Literacy 

For always trying her best and making a consistent effort to improve her learning, well done Mia! 
For writing a convincing persuasive letter which uses strong reasons and persuasive language, well 
done Aiden. 

Prep L Zidane W Numeracy For approaching numeracy challenges with a smile and enthusiasm. Keep up the great work! 

Prep B Felicity G 
 
Kingston K 

Literacy 
 

Literacy 

For always doing her best in Writing by creating interesting sentences and using her letter-sound 
knowledge to sound out unfamiliar words. Keep shining! 
For always trying his best to identify letter sounds and segment three-letter words. Keep up the  
fantastic work! 
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